
ALPHA 

M,CRO 

USERS 

SOCIETY 

Newsletter 

VOL 3 NO I JAN 1980 



ALPHA MICRO USERS SOCIETY 
1216 Pearl St., P.O. Box 1723, Boulder, Colo. 80306 

(303) 449-6917 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS 

President 
James Taylor, DPCI, Inc. 
Boulder, CO 

Vice President 
Eugene Platt, North American 
Title Co., Houston, TX 

Second Vice President 
Burl Hubbard 
Lubbock, TX 

Secretary Treasurer 
Dick Leach 
Applied Computer Systems 
Golden, CO 

Secretary - Sharon Greene 

STAFF 

MEMBERS 

Stan Viet 

New York, NY 

Guruprem Khalsa 
Khalsa C~mputer Systems 
Pasadena, C:A 

John Lindsey 
David A. Bell, Inc. 
L?s Angeles, CA 

Ken Biven 
KB Communications 
Seattle, WA 

John Zielinski 
Arizona Computer Systems 
Jerome, AZ 

Newsletter Editor - Steve Eillott 

AJ.tUS office hours are from 8: 00 AM to 5: 00 R"'. Mountain time. Our 
overworl~ed secretary is Sharon Greene who is happy to assist you 
with any question you might have about AMOS. the location of a 
piece of application software. getting help with a particularly 
nasty bug, or whatever. We're here to help. 

;u·rus has a libra~' of programs that have been donated by members 
for distribution to other members. Programs are available either 
through the AMUS network. or via floppy discs. Discs may be 
ordered through Sharon Greene at a cost of $10.00 each. 

THE .;MUS NEWSLETTER is available for $25.00 per year which 
includes membership dues in AMOS. See the back inside cover for 
membership form. Additional copies of the newsletter are 
available to members at $7.50 per year. 
The newsletter welcomes any bugs, fixes. articles. reviews of 
software, opinions. advertisements, or program listings concerning 
the Alpha Micro computer. Dealers are asked not to submit 
advertisements for products available through other local 
Alpha Micro dealers. Hardware manufacturers and software authors 
are encouraged to provide AMOS with descriptions of their product 
for inclusion in the newsletter. Please submn material as high 
contrast. camera ready copy on 8 1/2 by 11 inch white paper. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

From the Pr·esident ..•••..••.•..•..•......•...... =r •••• l 
AMUS r. 0 t e s. . . . . . . . . . . . . II • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••••••••••• " • :: 

Fr·om the Ed i t.)r .......•............... ::. .............. :3 
Bob Fowler's BU9 list #12 •••.••••••••.•••••..•.•••..• 5 
Jack Hobb's Condensed BU9 list ••••••••••••.•••.••••. 13 
Tom Hartt's Hurts File ••••••••.•.••••••.•...•.•••... 16 
Pamela Peterson solves chainins problems •••...•....• 20 
Lar·r·y White"s MACRO &: VUE BU9 list •••••..••..••••••• 21 
Current AMUS software list ••••••.••••..•••..•.•.•••• 23 
Al pt.a Wc.r-d •••••••••••••••••••••••••. of ••• II •••• II •••• II( • :;:() 

Computer Pro9rammin9 Unlimitad's NEC driver •..•..•.• 3! 
Business Computin9 Service's Accountins fixes .••.••• 32 
Contron Consultant's Insurance Broker's Pac~a9a •.... 38 
Fr'ee SctH) 0 1 offer·s Mai 1 in9 L.ist r'.::lCka9'2 ............. 37 
Pete Chatard finally sets his NEe runnin9 •.•••.• ~ •.. 38 
Donahue Software Associates' Law Office Packa9a ••••• 40 
S.T.A.T.'s Accountin9 Packase &: Report Generator .... 41 
Dravac slaps AMUS's wrist (and offers utilitie3) .••. 42 
American Medical System's Medical Office System ••.•• 45 
Disitr'oni:x: offer's r'emote r'eset boar·d ••••••••.•...••• 4:;:: 
K-D Enterprises offers Insurance Accountins System •• 49 
Euserle Plannin9 Mill wants tc. sell AIM s .... stem ••••••• 50 
FBA offers Radio Station Manasement Svstem •••••••••• 52 
AMUS Member'ship Appli.:ation Form ••.•.••••••••••••••• 56 



FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A, m~ny of YOU have ~robably found out by no~. the Alpha 
Micro U,ers Society Net~ork is no~ UP and runnin,. You may call 
(303) 449-5564 to see ~hat is available. It is a very minimal 
,y,tem ri.ht no~. but we are waitin, for some software from a fe~ 
folk,. Most all of the ~ork to .et the system ~orkin' has been 
done by Steve Elliott and ~homever he can con into helpin •• 
Th~nks. Steve. 

Steve conducted a be,inners AMOS seminar on January 10 and 
11 in the AMUS head~uarters. The seminar ~ent ~ell and another 
is pI~nned for March. 

Al~ha Microsystems ~il1 be attendin, only the NCC sho~ in 
the near future. The next one is in Anaheim on May 19-22. Since 
they will be ex~.ctin' a lot of dealers to be there. we have 
asked them to reserve us a meeting room at that show. We are not 
plannin, any official AMUS activities for the West Coast Computer 
Faire at this time. More details later. 

If anyone is still ~onderin. about the rumors that AIM 15 
bundling the hardware and sellin. only packa,es. I can lay the 
rumor to rest. It is all true and they can't ship them fast 
enou.h. 

Last newsletter we su,.ested that you not use 4.3 until YOU 
received a corrected COpy. We made the modifications that were 
sent to the dealers and it appears to work Just fine. All 4.3 
versions received by users direct from Alpha Micro and marked as 
4.3A should be ok. If you received your 4.3 from a dealer. you 
should verify that it is a corrected version. An easy way to 
prove this is to look at the hash total for SYSACT. It should be 
025-552-441-465. 

My observations on 4.3 are: 

1. It appears somewhat faster. 

2. VUE will still crash the system by runnin. out of room. 

3. Rub will still crash the system when in ima,e mode. 

4. On a multiple Job system. settin' the JOBPRI too hi,h 
(over 25) may result in significant degredation of the 
overall system speed. 

5. If YOU run a pro,ram from a command file. all output 
will be inhibited unless YOU use a IT or a :R to resume 
output. 

o. A command file that ends with a > as the last line will 
fail-tD return the dot. 
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7. It is becomln9 more frequent that YOU cannat .rase the 
first character YOU t'rpe In after returlnln9 from AIM 
suppl ied software; i. e. VUE and the business pack. 

The 1.2 Alpha Accountin9 pack is very 900d and may be easily 
demonstrated. ~ust be sure to have FLOCK loaded into the system. 
or at least in your partition if there is anly ane job usin9 
Order Entry. If FLOCK IS called from the disk each tIIT,e it is 
accessed. it will always lose control of the queue blocks it is 
usins and will fail to return them to the system which WIll 
eventuallY crash the system. 

~im Taylor 

CONVERTING TO AND FROM BINARY AND FLOATING POINT NUMBERS 
We have been havins some trouble gettins books to balance to the 
penny. After many hours of reviewlns our code and of course 
findins no errors, we decided to check out the impossible; a 
machine error. Try this pr09ram an for a fri9ht. If YOU are 
usins binary numbers to store dollar amounts you should be aware 
of this pr.,b1 em. 

10 
20 
30 
40 
100 
110 
120 
130 

! A test to see if 1 

SIGNIFICANCE 10 

MAPt FLOATING,F 
MAPI BINARY,B,3 

? "BINARY FLOATING" 
150 ? 

160 FLOATING = 1.98 
200 FOR N = 1 TO 30 

1 

210 BINARY = FLOATING * 100 
220 ? BINARY, FLOATING 
230 FLOATING = BINARY I 100 
240 ? BINARY, FLOATING 
250 ? 
260 NEXT N 

Ima9ine our suprise to find that each converSIon loses a 
penny in the process of movins over a value. That IS, until it 
hits 175 where it levels out for some reason. 

AMUS NETWORK UP AND RUNNING 
We now have at least some of the networ~ UP and avaIlable for 
YOUr inspection. Since we~re just gettins started, there are no 
passwords into the senera1 areas. these will set assl9ned 
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startins in March. We will publIsh the next month's password in 
the newsletter. so YOU will have to keep track of the passwords 
to set on after then. To tryout the network call (303) 
449-5564. If ',ou're not already I09sed into an account. 109 to 
101.1. Or YOU car, type HELP AMUS. Wher, 'o'ou're done. please 109 
to 101.1 before YOU hang UP. PPn 101.1 is the directory for the 
network. The other accounts and their functions are: 

Gam ....................................................................... 102,. 1 
Uti lit i e s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 103. 1 
Publ ished newsletters ••••••••••••••••••• 104.1 
AM US current announcements •••••••••••••• 105.1 
Membership list ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 106.1 
Software directory •••••••••••••••••••••• l07.1 
Problem response •••••••••••••••••••••••• 110,1 
Problem drop off •••••••••••••••••••••••• ll1.1 
Correspondance •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 112,1 
ApplIcation prosrams •••••••••.•••••••••• 113.1 
Drlvers ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 114 ,1 
Khalsa communications software •••••••••• 115,1 

DSKO: 
DSKO: 
DSKO: 
DSKO: 
DSKO: 
DSKO: 
DSKO: 
DSK1: 
DSK1 : 
DSKO: 
DSKO: 
DSKO: 

DSKO: wi 11 be write protected; YOIJ may write onto DSKl: 
accounts. We are looking for ideas, volunteers, software. and 
suggestions for the network. 

FROM THE ED ITOR 

We would like to hear more about what YOU are doins that 
ma~es sood use of the Alpha Micro computer. Besides seeing your 
name in print, you'll find that people with interest similar to 
(ours will seek YOU out once they know what YOU are UP to. Send 
us a one or two pase letter describing your operation. who is 
USIng it, and what kinds of success YOU are havins with a 
computer in your organIzation. Recent submissions to the AMUS 
Newsletter would lead an unsuspecting observer to believe that we 
are sponsorIng a c?ntest to see who can find the most bugs in the 
system, with a specIal prize for locating the most obscure 
problem. WhIle It is Important to know where problems are. it 
would be nIce to have at least one artIcle per newsletter 
dISCUSSIng a successful Implementation to show to a prospective 
new member. 

Personally. I haven't been able to find another computer 
with a BASIC that can hold a candle to AlphaBASIC. Coupled with 
ItS abllity to chain to command files. the Alpha Micro is leagues 
ahead of computer systems of comparable price. 

-::;peal'ir,g ,:of command flIes. please don't be bashful abolJt 
Sharlng WIth us a two or three line command file that oth.rs 
mIght flnd useful. Here are two that we use quite often that 
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make thin9s eas~ on pr09rammers that are constantlY flittin9 from 
one PPn to another and need to reassure themselves where the~ are 
before destroyin9 valuable data: 

C.CMD 

:R 
XV=O 
XV 1 20 
LOG 
XV 2 28 
TIME 
XV 3 26 
TIME 

D.CMD 

:R 
XV=O 
DrR /W 

Our staff also likes to renumber pr09rams frequently so we 
placed the renumber pr09ram in DSKO:[7.0J (the library PPn) and 
put the followin9 command file in DSKO:[2.2J 

RENUM.CMD 

:R 
RUN DSKO:RENUM[7.0J 

This allows users to simplY type in RENUM whenever they wish 
to spruce UP a pr~.9ram. and RENUM.RUN needs t.) reside in 001-( .)n.? 
place in the system rather than be duplicated in several PPn's. 

How about it? Any other ideas?? 

Steve Elliott 
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BUGLIST #12 12/15/79 

Due to several factors. this bug list i~ not only very late. but covers 3 
AMOS releasel> in varying degrees of (In)completeness. The last buglist 
covered 4.2. but I was not abl~ to resolve at that time the most 
lmportant bug of all, the 4.2 SYSTEM.MON on Persci AMS updates, detailed 
In the buss sectIon. A minI-release. "4.2.5". was s~ueezed in between 
4.2 and 4.3. and there was a problem wIth that. so it is covered in thIS 
busllst. FInally. version 4.3 came out late (11/3/79). had problems from 
th~ start WIth the 4.3 SYSTEM.MON (not related to those in 4.2), the normal 
Alpha MI.:ro 2-month deadline for btlg reports passed, and as of toda( (12/13) 
the fl~es for 4.3 have been prepared, but not distrIbuted. I hear that the 
fl.es are numerous enough that Alpha MIcro calls the corrected versIon "4.3A". 

SInce our own store system has not been using 4.3 regularl,. pendIng fl~es to 
the 4.3 MonItor. my own comments for that release are somewhat sketchier. 
Never-the-less. all the InformatIon in my own buglist applies to 4.3, unless 
otherWIse stated. 

Larr." WhIte. who uses the MACRO assembler extenSIvely. has 2-page lIst of bugs 
and sUgge~tlons. Not many of us work WIth MACRO at all. and I am happy to 
Include hIS lIst WIth thIS letter. HIS Info all applies to 4.2 AMOS. 

~ack Hobbs of LogIcal Software DeSIgn (IrVIne) has accumulated an Impressive, 
cor'S':lentlO'JS b, .. ,I"I"t .,f blJgs arId ;;'Jggestl.,ns. 3:::: pages in all. He has sent a 
~oP", to Alpha MIcro. AMUS. myself, and several dealers. I s)mpathlze with Jim 
Ta,lor s dIlemma about what to prInt In the newsletter (especlall ( 32 pages '), 
and so I have Included with thIS letter a 3-page condensation of what I 
~onslder the more important parts of Jack's list; this includes all the buss, 
some of the suggestIons. and less of the long-range suggestions. all of whIch 
are good (and whIch have been sent to Alpha Micro). Finally. Jack has been 
able to come UP WIth several 4.3 bugs. thus lettIng me off the hook ! 

Flnall (. ~halsa Computer S.stems IS now known as Computer Alternatives of 
Southern CalIfornIa, and IS affilIated WIth Computer AlternatIves In San 
Rafael (Northern CalIfornIa). 

Bob Fowler 
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AMOS BUGS (4.2/4.2.5/4.3) 12/15179 

(1) SYSTEM.MON (4.2. Persci. AMS form~t) --- this h~s ~ b~d bug! 

A letter from Alph~ Mlcro/s Bob Currier cle~red this UP. The 4.2 Persci 
AMS-form~t upd~tes sent out have a debug monitor on them. This monitor 
"routinely clobbers 4 differ~nt memory locations". More speciflcall~. 
every 1/60 of ~ second. the (octal) w.)rd 000200 is poked Into octal 
memory locatlon 060214 (=decimal 24716). Note that this IS an area which 
is hi,hly likely to be used over any si,niflcant period of time. The 
symptoms end UP bein, quite varied (and all mis-leading!). They lnclude 

(1) MTM driven spooler dyin, in middle of a /H print 
(2) VUE.EDIT of (esp. large) flIes "lose" characters (acttJall'(. the'.' 

~re replaced with visuall~ "lnvlslble" nulls. 
(3) COpy of lar,e files changes them (!!!!) 
(4) MONGEN using thlS monitor creates non-booting monitors 
(5) control-Q and S crash system 
(6) filenames wlth blanks. Ilke "AR CH.SEQ". appear in a directorY 
(7) incorrect execution of .RUN modules 
(8) BASIC giVln, untrue "Invalid Syntax Code" errors 

Any of thes~ probl~ms tend to gO away If the INI IS changed (thus moving 
the programs around In memory. but other problems may replace them. 
Note: DIAG3 and DIAG4 do not detect this problem in any way. 

The solutions ~vailable are: 
(1) replace the 4.2 SYSTEM.MON with a 4.1 SYSTEM. MON. This causes r,o 

compatibility problems. Warning: don't boot UP the system under 
the 4.2 SYSTEM. MaN to perform this COPY. becalJse the 4.':: monitor 
m~y goof UP the 4.1 SYSTEM.MON in the proc~ss! Use the 4.1 
system dlSk to do the COPY. 
A late report says that there ARE compatlbillt~ problems (with the 
spooler). but I haven't checked this out. Sounds valid. though. 
in li,ht of the many recent spooler changes. 

(2) Use any other 4.2 SYSTEM.MON .)ther than the PER-AMS 4.2 SYSTFM.MON. 
and use MONGEN to do a r'outlne monitor' generation. • 

(3) Wait until 4.3 (which IS still not generally distributed In Its 
"fixed" version as of todaY. 12/13/79). 

Finally. some hash codes and byte sizes to help YOU along. 

-------------- ---------------------------
Ver BLOX BYTES HASH-CODE Comments 

--------------- ---------------------------
4.1 27 13328 054-000-655-433 ,ood PER-AMS monitor 
4.2 27 13364 620-215-473-663 bad PER-AMS monitor 
4.2 27 13494 733-743-440-033 good PER-AMS monitor 
4.,3 27 13520 304-164-646-211 IJnfL<ed PER-AMS monitor 
4.3 27 13520 ? fixed PER-AMS monitor' 

--------------- ---------------------------

(2) FMT200 --- this is still a bug 

In buglist #11. I reported this bug. as well as problems With MONGEN. 
A r~pl~ from Bob Currier at Alpha Micro to that bugllst states that both 
of these bu,s were actuallY due to the 4.2 SYSTEM.MON problem. described 
elsewhere. However. I have a fixed 4.2 (as well as a 4.3). and the FMT200 
problem is still there. To demonstrate. boot UP with either of these. and 

(1) LOAD FMT:::OO 
(2) HEDLOD 1800 
() eject system disk 
(4) FMT200 DSKt: 

~ crash should occur. ~nd 

(to keep the he~d loaded for a short whIle) 
(to protect I t I) 
(finish tYPln, thiS before he~d unloads) 

the he~d Will unload after the HEDLOD Interval. 

Temporary solutIon: For 4.:':: systems. IJse 4.1 FORMAT.AMSFMT,WNGFMT.WAMFMT. 
I have done this a lot and had no problems. For 4.3 s~stems. WIth Its 
~ocumented warnIngs agaInst miXing It WIth ~ny previous releases. I would 
recommend USIng the same fOIJr 4.1 f"rograms. but LOAD ttHlm into m.mory 
and eJect the system disk before using them. I trIed thIS todaY. ~nd It 
dId not crash the system. 
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AMOS BUGS (4.2/4.2.5/4.3) 12/15/79 

(3) BASIC --- c.n't control-C during COMPILE 

A control-C during the middle of a COMPILE mav crash the entire svstem. 
This IS true of 4.2, but mav be fixed in 4.3. 

;, KILL --- beware AMOS 4.2.5 users (earlv Phoenix users) 

AMOS 4.2.5 was the same as 4.2. onlv 6 new programs were added and 2 old 
programs were changed to support the new PhoeniX 90-Mbvte drives. The 
KILL pro.ram. however. was Inadvertently changed. The Phoenix disk pack 
that we received here had a VILL.PRG that differed bv 1 bit from 4.2 KILL. 
The hash code of 4.2.S kILL 15 137-706-270-154. The solution was/ls to 
use 4.2 KILL (hash code 246-210-361-736). ThiS problem was also reported 
b'o' Pa'(r,ft. ,jackson 8< Assoc. (in Anchorage) In the ,jIJn/,jIJl 1979 AMUS 
newsletter. Thev got around the problem bv not using KILL. and mav still 
not be awar'e of wh'( It doesn"t work. Are (OU folks listening 7, 

CS) CPY500.CMD --- documentation misleading 

.. 

As of 4.3. the reference sheet sa~s "because CPYSOO uses the COPY command, 
(Instead of DSKCPY) it is much faster than SYSCPY". ThiS is not always 
true. It should read "CPYSOO uses the COPY command. which takes about 
~5 minutes If all 9696 blocks are in use on the disk (and proportionately 
less time If fewer blocks are in use). but n~ verification IS performed. 
SYSCPY uses DSKCPY. which alwa(s takes 6 minutes to copv. and another 6 
minutes to v.rlf. the transfer Can un-verified copv can thus be made in 6 
minutes br t.Plng contro1-( after the initial copy has been completed)." 

(6) DS~PAM --- tales more than 1 pass 

The D':'I'PAI<, .jocumerltation 8, a talk With the programmer who wrote DSKPAK 
both state that DS~PAK does It dutv In onlv 1 run. However. I have used 

., 1 t as often as 3 times In a row. each time packing some mor'e. Tr-y I,t 
on a dls~ that has been used for sometime Without cleanup; the output 
that DS~PAV displays while It executes gives a prettv good Idea of how 
mIJ.:h pa.:klrlg (I.e •• ITl0VIng of files) it is actuall ( dOing. 
ThiS IS true of 4.2 DSKPAK. but I see no mention of any changes in 4.3. 

(7) FILCOM --- both files must be in user~s PPN 

FILCOM (4.3) has not changed since 2.0. and IS showing its age. If a 
contiguous file IS Included among the two compar-ison file names. it IS 
slmpl'( "n.,'r found", rather than "file type mismab:h"ed. Also. an .... fl1-as 
In PPN' 50 other than the user 50 PPN Will be "found". but no comparison data 
Will be dlspla(ed by FILCOM. Only two sequential files in th~ user's PPN 
Ima, be from dlffer-ent deVices, however) WIll be comp~red and their 
dlfterences dlSp1a)'ed. 

(S) TDV 50 --- range check still not fl~ed 

Bu~II~t #10 (4.1,~/4/79.AMUS Jun 79) refered to lmproper r-ange checkln~ 
beln~ done In dall the TDV·s". I looked fur-ther- Into thiS, and can report 
that thiS aC':IJali'( .'n1 .... effec':s (in 4.3) the DMEDIA.TDV.HAZEL.TDV. arid 
INTER.7CV ar-:vers. However-. no repairs have Deen made et to t~ese TDV·5o. 
I~ ~~e$~ ~rlvers. the sou~ce cod~ should be changed as follows: 

,:RT':': MO'JB Rl. Rl 
C~p Rl.~CRCB-CRCA -1 

Where ~ne -1 1S curr?ntlr not ~resent. ~nd should be loser-tad. As of now. 
~he ne~ effect of thlS bug IS that the follOWing TAB's Will gO out as 
IJro?r?dlcta"l." "JlJr,~". Instaad ,)f the .:orrect (I.e •• null) sequence 

TABC-l,11, on DMEDIA 
TAB(-1,:~1 on HAZE~ 
TAB(-l.~S) on INTER 
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AMOS SUGGESTIONS (4.'::/4.~.5/4.3) 12/15179 

(1) TRMDEF --- allow actyal bayd rate (for AM300.AM310) 

In the SYSTEM.INI fIle. HI the TRMDEF lln ... s. HI the 2nd .)p ... rand fl';-.Joj. 
If the Interface lS AM300 or AM310. then a bayoj rate myst be speclfled. 
The defalJlt is 192(j() balJd; all other rat.,s must be spe':lflcall.- 51lven. 
As of now. th., bayd rate myst be lndlcated b, a cod.,. Wh, not allow the 
actuaJ baud rate value ~ To ~eep compatablllt. wlth e~lstln51 INI s. 
allow either bayd rate codes. or baud rate va!u.,s. For., .ampl., : 

AM300=1:1: (current format for port 1, '::400 bayd) 
AM300=1-:400 (posslble future format for the ~ame) 

Anythln51 that can slmpllfr the INl fll., helps IMMENSELY. believe me. 

The BAUD pr09ram currently does thiS conversion from baud rat.,s to baud 
codes: use th ... same code from that pr05lram. 

(2) RNDRED --- allow flnite number of reads 

As of now, RNDRED 510es on until c.)ntr'ol-C IS tnt. therl unceremonl':"Jsl, 
e~lts. 1 sU5l5lest an optional operand statln51 how man, random reads are 
to be made (default to lnflnltr or '::**32), after which RNDRED woula 
ayte.matl.:all..- e'.at. If a prematlJre e-'lt lS made Vla .:ontrol-C. then 
dlsplar the actual number of reads that occured UP to that point. 
Finall',. In an,' sitlJatl.,n, repor't the amount .)f tllroe that elapsed betoJieen 
the fIrst and last reads. 

These falrlr simple features would allow service departments to set UP 
dla5lnostlc command files that e~ecute RNDRED .',erClses for a flnlt. amoynt 
of time, arId then automatl.:all .. 51" on to .:other tests. Al s." It 1S a ';er .. 
effective answer to the oft-heara customer ~uestlon "about how fast does 
the .jIS~ read lnformatlo:.n". As .:.f r,c.w. the slmplest wa.' I can thlr,i of 
to tlme 100 random dls~ reads lS throu5lh BASIC. USln51 random r.,ads on a 
(hu5le) random file, With BASIC sown ov.,rhead Inseparable from the results. 

(3) TYPE --- faster control-C e~lt & Wildcards 

These featur'es are actuall, avallable In an Improved TYPE pr'05lram :.old 0, 
an Alpha Micro dealer. As of now, TYPE e,O:lts on a cor,trol-C .:onl, after 
fInlshln9 the current (SIO-byte) block. On the averaSle, thls IS several 
more llnes; often it ends UP scrollln9 a deslred blt of te,t rl9ht off the 
crt. The easiest Solutlon lS to e~lt TYPE at th ... end of the current lin ... 
on control-C. Allowln9 wlldcards lS a preferable alternatlve to t,Pln51 

COPY TRM:CRTl=*.BAS 
or other wlldcards. COpy do ... s not stop untll th~ ~nd of th~ curr~nt file 
(could be awhile I); thiS lS n~cessar. to protect the BITMAP when a Ys~r 
control-C's out of a dISk-to-dlS~ wlldcard COPY. 

(4) Contl5lUOUS ("random") flIes --- not handled b~ certaln pro~rams 

C~rtaln pr09rams handl~ AMOS sequentlal flIes, but not AMOS contl~uou§ 
flIes. Ther are llsted below In appro~lmat~ order of "d.creasln9 
usefuln~ss" With respect to (future) handll~s of contlSluouS flIes: 

LO~D,MAP,'3AVE,DEL,DDT --- roan.jr; pro:.babl ( har.j t·) lmpl'"rroerlt, no:· 
DUMP,FILrMP --- DUMP can do ever (thIns els~, e.c.pt thiS ~ RAD50 
3IZE --- thlS would oe an eas'( pr05lram ch.nSle, and usefyJ 
APPEND --- IJs~flJ 1. n.) .., 
FILeDM --- woyld b ... useful 
SORT --- woyld match aASO~T 
T~PE --- useful .., 
MAKE --- hmmmm 
PRINT.SRCCOM --- Froblems WIth a~flnlt:ons, perhaps 
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AMOS SUGGESTIONS (4.2/4.2.5/4.3) 12/15179 

(~) DO --- documentation SU9gestlon 

To malre the 3 usage for-ms perfectly clear-, add these "3 I ines to the DO 
Command Reference Sheet : 

• DO fllnam.ext e.ecutes DO-fIle "filnam.ext" 
DO filr.am e:,'ec'Jtes DO-file "filnam.DO" 
fllnam e~ecutes DO-file "filnam.DO" 

(~) S~CCOM' --- allow control-C e:at 

Ai of now, SRCCOM WIll not respond to control-C; the user must wait for 
the entIre output to 90 by or else r~-boot the system. 

171 VUE --- allow He/it and 90" on .LST flIes 

When VUEln9 a flle WIth e~tension ".LST", allow use of the "G" command. 
whIch would update the fIle, and then PRINT it (send it to the spooler). 

(8) ISAM --- function #2 lread ne~t record) doesn t return the key 

ISAM functIon #2 reads the ne~.t alphabetIcal record and returns Its record 
locatIon number. but It does not return the actual ~e, strlng. ThIS would 
riot be dlfflC'Jlt to implement. nor wO'Jld It ca'Jse an.- e.·tr·a dIsk accesses 
to be made (because the key IS alread', there ne~t to Its record numberl. 

(9) MACRO monItor calls --- re-Include the old I-lIne summarY table 

The or19lnal MACRO assembler manual had, In lIeu of any table of contents 
or lr"je,-. a .)ne-l ir.e summar ( of ea,:h mr.,r.ltor call. I flr.d thlS table verY 
useful, and woulG SUggest that It be re-lncluded In the new manual. maybe 
as an appendl":<. 

AMOS Notes (4.'::/4.2.5/4.31 12/15/79 

II) BASIC --- Use CHAIN to pass a few ar9uments to another .RUN module 

ALPHABASIC al lows CHAINln9 to a RUN module, a CMD command file. or any 
AMOS monItor-level command. Thls IS well-documented. In my BU91lSt #8 
Isee AMU9 newsletter of 1?7Q ~an). I pOInted out how an entIre multi-line 
command flle can be ~ut Into the CHAIN command !trln9. ther.b~ allowing 
the command flle and the CHAINing pr09ram to oe combIned Into one file. 

I WIsh t·) repor·t here a 'Jsef'JI ':on!eqIJence "f thIS fact. Malnlo'. 
,ou can pass 1 or more parameters to another RUN module USIng the 
";r,IJltl-llrre CHAIN", wltho'Jt IJSln9 an, lrrter'lle,jlo?r,' files, nor the 
COMMON ~ubroutlne. For eAample, to pass N, A$, and B$ to FRED. RUN 

MAP 1 COMDS. ';, :::0 
MAP1 LF$ ,;, 1,eHR( 10) I LINE FEED 
MAPI PARAI"'ETERS$,S,80 
PARAMETER$=ST~$(N) + "." + A$ + "," + B$ 
C~MD$="D~~0:7!ME.PRG[1,4]" + LF$ • "~UN FRED" + LF~ ~ PARAMETERS$ 
:HArrJ ':':MD$ 

-her" lrl <="RED.~UN. l~.c:.Jde at the be9lnr.In9 )f t~e "~')9ram : 
INF"_''''' '"1, ;4$-t 5$ 

The TIME c:mmand (or an,' other harmles! ~o~manG) IS necassar'~ If "FRED" 
lS the first .. art of th. CHAIN. then somenow the ~arameters don t 3et 
passed o~. If acholn9 of command! IS deSIred, add ":T"+LF$ to the 
':(lmmo!Lnd S.tf"'l rt9. 
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AMOS Notes (4.2/4.2.5/4.3) 12/15179 

(2) BITMAP --- size operand must be exact 

For a device with a maXlmum 
B bltS. or B/16 words. The 

capaclty of B blocks. the BITMAP contalns 
BITMAP for this device ln the INI file must be 

BITMAP <W> 

where (W-1) < 
lf it is lar,er 
always be KAPUT 

B/16 <= W. If W is not exactlY what it should be (even 
than necessary!). then the BITMAP for this device will 
(or off-line) after svs,en. 

(3) RAD50 --- order of characters different from ASCII order 

The order of RADSO codes is different from the ASCII order. thus I 
RAD50 order : <blank> <letters> <$> (.> <numbers> 
ASCII order: (blank> ($) <.~ <numbers) (letters) 

Thus. when DIRSEQ is used to sort AMOS directories. the result is not the 
same as when SORT or BASORT lS used to sort an ascii data fl1e containlnSl 
file names. 

(4) SET "SET PRIV" 

Tr .... it. Tvpe "SET PRIV" at monitor level. It is not implemented vet. 
but the message "Current Prlvele,e word is 177777" will be typed. hintin' 
at future (or past) intentions. Note mis-spellin, of "privl1e,e". 

(5) 4.3 Documentation --- a new plateau of completeness (with mlnor exceptlonsl 

As of 4.3. all documentation is either in its own bound manual (or un-bound 
"manual" as in the Command Reference Sheets). or is in the update packet. 
the single exception lS the ISAM Svstem Us.r?s Guide. WhlCh 1S included 
with each new system. but is the only document not sold separately. 

As of 4.3, the Svstem Command Reference Sheets now include (for the fIrst 
time) all pro,rams that can be accessed directlv from AMOS monitor level. 
Exceptions : sheets for SHU210 and WNG210 are mlssin,. 

(6) START.CMD --- careful 

START.CMD is somethin, Ilke a SYSTEM.INI file. If it conta1ns this: 
"IC" (wlth a return/llne feed at the end) 

then log,ing Into that account will cause the user?s job to !let cau,ht 
in a loop of some klnd. re~ulrin' are-boot. Slnce no one can LOG Into 
this ppn and edit the START.CMD. it is necessarv to LOG 1.2 and RENAME 
the START.CMD fIle from there. Even worse. what If 1.2 also contaIns 
such a file? Answer I LOG into another disk's 1.2. Or use DSKDDT. 

(7) SLEEP --- beware of lar,e ar,uments 

If. f'H any reason. ",,""J wi~h to SLEEP a Job for lonsoer than 18 mInutes. 
then heed the ~ollowin'. The c.,mmand "SLEEP <n)" does exactl'( thlS I 

T=(60*n reduced mod 65536) 
IF (00000 <:= T .: ::2768) THEN sleep f.,r T clock tlcks 
IF '32768 < T : ,':05535) THEN sJ.:ep forever 

~ssembler buffs Wl! I percelve that thls re~Ulres the least amount of code •. 
I haven't checked the ca~e T=::2768 •••• 
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AMOS Notes (4.2/4.2.5/4.3) 12/15/79 

(8) Spoole~ --- beware mixing AMOS versions 

Due to the vast changes made 1n the s~stem spoole~ 1n ve~sions 4.0.2 to 
4.3. eFfecting all 6 p~og~ams involved with the spool1ng ope~at1on. it is 
frequentl~ not possible to m1~ AMOS ~eleases w1th these p~ograms. without 
10Slng the spooler. IF '(OU suffe~ from th1S problem. the usual s'ollPtom 
15 that the spooler comes UP 1n an EW state after sysgen (as 1t should). 
but the PRINT ~equests are e1ther lost. or walt forever to be pr1nted. 
If (our spooler doesn't work. and ~ou have Followed through Alpha Micro's 
spooler trouble-shooting procedure. then check the hash codes on all of the 
6 prosrams bel')I1I to make sure the. all bel orIs to the same AMOS release. 

---------- --------------- --------------- --------------- ---------------
Pr .)sr am 114.0" 14.0.2) 4.1 4 ,-. .... 4.3 ---------- --------------- --------------- --------------- ---------------

PRINT. PRC, 014-144-734-035 1::2-212-160-074 025-500-.260-164 same 
LPTINI. PRe; (d1dnt e <1st) 546-117-726-377 '::42-656-534-0:21 257-656-534-021 
LPTS.PL. PRe; 743-715-434-177 664-117-02:3-470 51::::-407-,373-76:: same 
SPOOL. ':.BR 474-071-516-153 74.2-373-'566-271 264-'300-356-332 same 
.:. YS. TEM. MON 

PRINT. ·:.BR 

(S1::e 132:36) (slze 133.2:::) (si::e 

ACCOUNTING 1.0 (AMOS 4.0.0 to 4.0.2) 
ACCOUNTING 1.1 (AMOS 4.0.':: to 4.2) 
ACCOUNTING 1.1.1 (AMOS 4.2 to 4.3) 

(Q) ISAM --- some S1ze notes 

13494) (size 13520) 

"7'?.-,-?"7'"-:'-,,")??-??-" 

155-760-564-361 
sarr,e 

Alpha M1cro 1S sh~1n9 away from deta11ed ISAM descriptions until they 
fInlsh the on-901ng changes/lmprovements. So, what I sa. here mar be 
uf.ful, but it s subJect to chanse I The oelow lS true for 4.2 ISAM. 

Flrst, ln the data fIle Itself 
an' other t\Plcal random flle, 

B.tes In data r~cor~ 
BI OC~ lr,9 fa.:tor 
Records ln data fIle 
Bloc~~ In data flle 

(. IDA), 
thus : 

BIDR 
BF 

= RIDF 
= BIDF 

the Slze allocatlons are Just lIke 

[entered b" user to ISMBLDl 
= INT( 51::/BIDR ) 
= Centered b, user to ISMBLDJ 

INT ( RIDF IBF + • '~999 ) 

Second, In the Inde~ f11e (.IDX), the SIzes are incompletely documented. 
However, a lIttle detectlve wo~k (and a ~nowledge of number theor~) 9lves 

B.tes ln ke~ = BIK = [entered by user to ISMBLDJ 
Even ke',SlZe EK BII< if BII< 15 even 

BIK+1 if BIK IS odd 
B',tes In Inde,' erltrY BIlE EI', + 4 
EntrIes In lnde~ block EIIB Centered by use~ to ISMBLDJ 
B.tes ln lndex block BIIB BIlE * EIIB + 2 
IndeM buFfer SFace = IBS = BIIB * 4 
Re~uIred index blocks = RIB INT( RIDF/EIIB + .9999 ) 
E,'tra lnde.< blocks EIB = Centered by user to ISMBLDJ 
Inde'( bl.)cl-.:s HI lnde:o< FIle = IBIIF (RIB + EIB ) ma:v 5 
Botes In Inlje," file BIIF 78 ... IBIIF * BIIB 
AMOS blocks ln index f11e = ABIIF = INT( BIIF/51~ + .9999 ) 

Note: IBS lS mentIoned 1n the ISAM S(stem User's GUIde. It 1S the amount 
of .:c.re that an ISAM IJser must allow For ln memor',', ln additIon t.) ISAM and 
all of hIS own pr09ram modules. 
Note: IBIIF has a lower llmlt of 5, even if the user needs less than that. 

(10) COPY --- now cOFies anythIng e~cept BADBLK.SYSC1.~l 

WeI'. ou're ~ot lup-osed to COpy 9ADBL~.SYS[1,~J from one P~oen1, dlsl-.: 
~0 ~nother \1~n9 5~~r, --- s~e ~h~ P~o~nl' jocumentatlon). And there 
~~s ~ blt of !hOU9n~ $p~nt on how t~ ~est 9uard a~aln~t this. 

:, =S~C?Y --- ~hl~ was Inown to De a no-no from the start 
(~) COpy --- thlS was susseste~, w1th a warn1n9 to save BADBLr,.SYS[1.:J 
(31 CPV410.CMD (4.~.51 --- th1s LOADed BADBLK.SYS, dId wnole-dls~ COpy, 

then ·:'AVEd BADBL~,.SYS. LlnfortIJnatel.", th1S meant that ar, Inter
rupted backup produced a ok-lookln9 dlSI-.:. with the wrons BADBLK.SYS. 

(41 COpy I~.?I --- flnallv. COpy was chansed so that 1t refused to 
cOP, 2ADBL~.SrS[1,:J. 

Howev",r. ther'2 -las al wafS eXlst..:!d a mort- s'.'stem-lndependent wa:( : 
'51 CRT41.) DSld: 

:'OF''' DSf; 1: C : =DS~,.): [ J I NODEL:::TE 
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AMOS Notes (4."::/4.:::.5/4.3) 1.2/1517'" 

(11) PhoenlA DrIves --- manv negatIve comments 

The Phoenin Drive offers about 9 tlmes the storase of the CDC Hawh. for 
about 1.5 tImes the prIce. That IS tamptlns • ..,ven If .OIJ real I , .:or,].
needed a Haw~ to besln wIth. The actual quallt"( of the Phoenl • however, 
IS nothlns lIke the Hawk. Some of thIS IS actuall~ acknowledged from the 
start by Alpha Micro and the manufacturer (I.e., see the manuals. and the 
sU9gested operatlns InstructIons). some of these probl~ms are the usual 
software "lnfanc.-" problems (I.e •• the bU9S WIll be fl""ed), and some are 
hInts that are Just found out from e~perlence. 

I thInk It IS Important for both customers and deal~rs to be aware of al I 
the relatlv€< shortcomln9s ,)f the PhOenl"," (as .:ompar .... j t.) a Haw~). s.;. that 
a well-Informed deCISIon can be made between th~ purchase of the two. 
"Yes, m.- b'Jdget/us':'rs/.:llmate/needs are such that I WIll get bett"r use 
from a PhoenIX than a Hawk". or "no, one or more of th ... llmltatlons/rlsls 
.)f 'Jsin9 the Phoenl:< IS not tolerable In IT.-r more-rlJ9ged cu".:umstances". 

Moral: The Phoeni~ has more storage per dollar. the Hawk has more data 
protectIon per dollar --- they are Doth worth the prIce. 

It would be good if a lIst of these lImItatIons were accumulated br AMUS, 
and prlnted/reprln~ed in one newsletter. For now, let me r.late what I 
have read/heard/seen. FHst. I quote dH"ectl"r from AM[OEAL (';ep 1~'79, : 

PHOENIX TIPS: The Phoenl:": 3(stem apparer,tl 0' has several "q'JlfI'S" H,at 
make It dIfferent from a Haw~. The followlns lIsts those. 
(1) Must be maIntained In a cool 70 to 72 desrees. 
(2) Do not "SET DS~ERR" because thIS destroYs records WIth the Phoenll. 
(3) Make sure vou have a grounded 3-wlre cIrcuIt on a ~Insle breal'"r. 
(4) Make sure that the CIrCUIt IS more than a 20 amp CIrCUIt (It should be 

30-35 amps). 
(5) The Phoenl~ IS a true 19.5" rack mount ,erSl0n ~ven thOU9h rumor sarS 

It IS not. It does, however, take a much longer rad" (;;,)"). 
(6) The Phoenix must be maintained in a much cleaner envIronment than th~ 

Hawk reqlJlres. 
(7) It has been recommended that the Phoenl_ blower never be turned off. 
(8) The Phoenix will write whIle the head IS retractln9 In an emergenC( 

retract conditior,. ThIS WIll completel",- wIPe OIJt the entHe dIsk 'HI 
power failure. 

Second, read the letter from Payne, Jackson & Associates In the AMUS 
newsletter of AU9 1979. These are the "lnfanc"," problems that onl ( 
Alpha Micro, dealers, & servIce departments should have to 90 throu9h 
(not end users). Most all of theIr problems were software problems, 
and most of these have already been corr,;-cted, or Improv,;-d 'Jpon. 

(1) bad SMDLOD.PRG (sc1ved now?) 
(2) bad KILL.PRG (solved --- see elsewhere In thIS letter) 
(3) backlJp risks (some solved --- see 4.3 COpy) 
(4) 1.7-hour mazimum bac~up tImes (no immedIate solutIon ~) 
(S) tIme de9radatlon WIth :2 users (Improved In 4.3 monl~or ~I 

ThIrd. from our (at present) short ,;-~perience WIth Phoenl' Drl'.s, let 
me pass on the followln9. 

(1) It IS ver"( easy to lncorrectl.' load the ,:artr"ldge dlS~ lr,to tha 
Phoeni~ in such a way that the dIsk WIll read/write fln~, ~ntll 
YOU 90 to remove It; It IS stuck In the drIve and (as far a~ w.., 
know) ,:an on1 .. be remove.j bo' taklr,9 apart th'~ drl'''' (b13 rla551~). 
When loading the cartrldge, a rldge on the top of the :artrl~ge 
IS supposed to slIde Into a paIr of 9roov.s on the Iwt~ ~ rl3nt 
SIde of the drIve; If the dls~ IS Inserted ab';"Jt 1/4" l')'JJer =0 
that the rIdge IS actlJall"o' below th"a 9roov~, n"t In'Jl·j'~I. +-·.e-. 
the cartrldge WIll be locke,j In. 

c::) On th~ ')nll PhOt:1'nl." :-h~t r hav-.:- 'Jsed 31) ~.a.r· th~ ~. Ft-1.'_':: -,-!fl .!i 
total of 3 bad blc.<:~s (t)+1+2+0+0+(1), or (J.i)(H)r)I);: '. t'-'l.J 'J""J'-::~~. 
Not a ver.- 019 sample, but •••• 
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4.3 BUGS FROM Jack Hobbs (condensed) 12/15179 

C 1) VUE .erious bu,s 

la) Use control-C inside a re~lace command. Crashes user~s Job. 

(b) Enter ,Iobal(cr><cr) or ,Iobal(anythin,)(cr>(cr). Crashes user's Job. 

Cc) Ty~e "RCcr)" and then tr.., to pre~, .. turely exit by typin9 (esc)(esc). 
This can cause "RESERVED OP TRAP II FF03, BITMAP KAPUT" and crash. 

(2) VUE --- minor bu,s 

Cal VIJE 'throws away' all characters inserted into the buffer between 
the (.VUE filnam':cr:;) and the moment It prints "Ioadln, FILNAM.EXT". 
Isn"t there some way that vue could transfer an.., waltln, characters 
from the terminal buffer into its own buffer Just before switching to 
lma,e mode"? 

CI:>I Lon, lines scramble vue. Try to VUE a 250 char lIne. 

Cc) Search- If it can't find the first strin9, It won't find any 
shorter strH,gS ur,t"ll 'reset"' b ... hitt-lng escape twice, "U ..... Y, etc. An"( 
form of error C 'what?' or string not in file') should clear thiS 
command line. Command-line should accept blanks as legal characters 
for search. replace. 

Cd) Search & Global: can't replace 'Ctab)<space)' With "(tab)' 

(e) In entry mode, fold-true, characters havln9 aSCii values above 
octal 17~ are not handled properly. 

Cf) POP doesn't pop back to the same location if any precedln, text 
w.as modified. 

(g) VUE deletes many special characters (such .as MAP1 BACKSPACE,B,5," 
") which m.ay have been inserted Into the te~t usin, EDIT, etc. 

(h) Repla,:e: 

(1) Replacln, characters which are off the screen' can ,et 
VIJ1!' unsllJed. 

C~) Escape not recognized 

(3) C (center, wait for Y,N,Q) doesn~t work ri,ht 

(4) when R.placlng are' with 'were " (P are (cr)were (cr» 
the termlnatln, SFaces In the targets mess UP the cursor 
positioning after one or more N commands. 

(I) ":"'V:; worl-s f'JnnY when erasln, words termir,ated With a tab. 

(J) When used With smart~ terminals near end of file, a'delete 
line will copy the last line of the file below the asterisks. Looks 
fIJr,n"( • 

I~ I Yank t Unyan~: 

(1) (VUE fllnam-:cr: ":esc:'-<IX'<Cr:" ":F>:cr:) ar,d the new file IS 
NOT the same a~ the or19lnal- It has 9alned 3 bytes'! 

,2' Seems like VUE should IncorForate a more ele,ant 
.)IJ1:-(,f-merrn:.r I l.iJii.r:1:.n'5l 1 Yank sholJl j aiw~·,~ l-a.:tve ~t lea.st ?~ 
useable memor"'. unless SF€ClflCall, 1efeated b", some SWItch. 
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4.3 BUGS FROM Jack Hobbs (cond~nsed) 1.2/15/7<:1 

(3) BASIC---FIX(n) for -l<n<O :loes ha·,'ullre 

Tr~ PRINT FIX(-O.51. Crash. 

(4) BASIC --- easy DATE access 

To ~et Y.M.D from DATE the easy war. M-BYTE(86) D-BYTE ( :37 ) Y-BYTE (:=:8) • 

(5) SRCCOM --- crashes comparIng short fIles 

Put the sIngle 11ne "TEST~cr~" Into two dIfferent flIes, and do a SRCCOM 
between them. Crash. 

(6) MAP 

W~en MAP IS not alreadY preLOADed. and It IS called up. It llst~ •• ~FREE 
MEMORY" ')nly tha.t amount of memory le.:t after It IS temporarll .. lo:,ade,j. 
The actual FREE MEMORY IS the :lIven amount + tha SIZE of MAP.PRG • 

(7) MACRO --- loo~s for SYS.MAC In wron:l places fIrst 

The manual IDWM-00100-43 5.1.1) states that MACRO searches for SYS.M~C 
tlfst HI the 'Jser s PPN. then In dskO:(7.7J. EVl,jentl·" It lS 1':O':'~.lns 
flrst In (7,7] ln~t6~d. 

(8) FORCE --- sometImes too forceful. sometImes not forceful enoush 

(a) FORCE apparentl,' .joes n(,t work properl,' wIth prosrams USln:l Imase m."je 
I/O. Can this b .. chanse,j ... 

Ib) Users shoul,j be able to abort FORCEs vIa control-C. Not posslble now. 

(.;;.) TXTFMT --- INDEX entr· .. b'i1:or~ pa:l~ 1 

INDEX sets soof' If an IINDEX or ISUBINDEX command is encountered before 
a :PAGE. whIle Internal pase nlJmber IS stIll ;:er". 

,10) SIZE --- lImIt IS 65535 b,·tes 

If ~ ftle 1$ lar-Sler- than 1':::::.50 ble:,,:l·,s ~~·5535 b,"'t..:-s), '::.IlE lJJlll rep·:,r":' 
~~~ 3IZE reduc~d modu10 65536. ~lso~ wh,' ,ot Jsa ~h~ l~form~tion In ~h~ 
Ijlr~f:tor"" tl, ':I.)mpIJt.a thIS ':'I;:E c:rul,:J...l, .. :r'$t-aa·j ,;.f r..=oadlil5' a.ll tht? t,l(r':~~ 
.) 1'': th ~ ·:11 5 f -, 

,:! ~onlt0r tU:l --- FILSER 

D R ~LL:(J ~eturns to AMO~ If:when 
I:. ~;,)?p'. lfl ,jr-l\.,~~ ')'; It doe-srI t 

~ ji~ ~he arn~ clrcumstanc~s ~ntil 
~C~·J, ~n ~na~ ~n ~~~~~p~ :1 ~~~ 
a.j·.. tr,..:o -i.:- ~-e.o,)t 'ul11 tl~ ne.:.a-

": .. ·~S? ·=~s 'f ?r:rbl=ms -, LI.) 
)j:)-ii'" ~ I at ,,:i-1c.i 1r,-t=I)rmatl(ln pr,)v! 

It ~lnds ~MSO: mOIJnt@d but not r~~d, 
·:nccoc" ...,/",.;:. :.Y·31~T 1.11111 stall :-!"'I~ Jr)t 
,0U ~'Jr~ ~M~ 'lr:~a ,~. If LO~D 1; 

,.. ~ _~":~l i. ~r ')3r .;,rr, .uri 1 : <~ th'~ '-'~w~' :. ;rl 
:;;.r '. _~ ,Ii.::: C"!L_Cf. ~1J9 r :-~P,-,,-.=lt,l ~ 
"'I~S:? =r:.;r "l,n.: f,...:o ;:"j ~) t"l'= -;'11).3: I:!. it·j -:) 
to .j 1:1. r: i... ..:: ~;::' 



4.3 BUGS FROM Jack Hobb. l::'/lS/;'=' 

(1~) Spooler --- beware Wildcards 

PRINT (wlldcard~ can usa UP all tha QUEUE blocks ard cr~sh the spooler. 

(13) SYSMEM --- off by 1 word 

SYSMEM allocates a memor~ partltl0n 1 word smaller than It 15 supposed to. 
SYSMEM ~:AOOO-AQFE (In SYSTEM.INI) 
r .,:.s~t 
SYSMEM (af~ar re-boot) 

IJlll1 ,ju;pla,' ":';:::AOOO-A·::)FC". 

4.3 SUGGESTIONS FROM Jack Hobbs 

(1) Sp(,,:,jer --- have a "IIJ1Cj., kl;1 .:(,mmand t.) ,:l.?ar all pendlng Frlnt r';-"IIJeE'ts. 

!~) COMPIL --- allow an o~tlor.al s,mbo! table, to find Incorrec~ daflnltlOnE' 

(3) SET --- sat "pase size" o~ crt (dafault 24), set crt tab Sl=e (default 9) 

(4) SORT --- allow anothar diSk to be used a. the wore area 

(~) PeentrancY --- for as little •• tra .ffort as It uEually takes to mak. 
ar!, pr·:.9ram re~rltrarlt, UJ~!" rlc,t ::ti:'Vi! to ma.J..-a all trl€- pr-C.9rams. r~erltra.nt 

(6) F:adl .. standard --- standardize t~a ractl> (IJsIJall.':::.;or 1') IJsa.j In ':~,e 
dQcumentatlon. It 1~ ~r~Que~,tl I ~ot apparent wheth-ar base 6 or Cas~ 1/) IS 
b~lrl9 USed. AsslJrrl€- a t(lt03.11 .. ';'IJ~-r)f-Ct;,rlte ... t r aa,jer. 
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Memo to: 

From: 

SlJbJ~ct: 

Date: 

Those Interested. 

Te,m Hartt 
ComplJter Innovation Te.:hn,:olo9'(. Ir,,:. 
~305~ Leonora Drive 
Woodland Hllls. Ca. Q1367 

.213-884-7577 

Our HURTS file 

Dec. '::8, 1'::;7':) 

Pa.9t? 1 

THIS FILE IS A RECORD OF ALL THINGS THAT HURT. 

We ~tarted It In May. 1979. In our oPinion the Alpha MICrOSYstems 
computer ana software is the best available Cat the price) for our 
application. which is a turnkey ~(stem USln9 an offlca tlmesharln9 
comFuter. But there are man~ many problems. small and large, tnat 
bear or, the appllcabllib" utilit','. and rellablllt,' of th", ')v",rall 
Systeffi ~or our us~. W~ want to ~hare thiS lnform~tlon, In hopes It 
Will get the problems corrected. and encaurage others to share 
their "hurts" too. 

Some of the problems. #10-130, were noticed on 4.1. Some oi these 
have alread~ b",en cured. and some have b",en understood better. 

Th", rest of the problems. #140+, are In 4.3. Read and heed. 

')010 I TR I ED TO SOfi T A FILE. A SHORT ONE WOR~ ED FINE. THE LC,NC, ,::NE 
APPEARED TO ';ORT 01<' BUT THEN WHEN I LOOf. ED AT r T, THE 
FILE WAS EMPTY! I , I , •• BOY DID THAT HURT. 

--PROBLEM WAS RESOLVED. ':,ORT DOES NOT L II' E Ei"IPTY LINE':, I N THE 
FILE THAT IT IS '30RTING. VllE TENDS TO STIer EMPTY 
LINES AT THE START AND END OF THE FILE, SO WATCH OUT. 

VUE HAD A PROBLEM. I TRIED TO Fllnlshed BUT IT ~UST SAID 
WHAT ... '. I SPELLED FIN I SHED' OUT AND IT TOm, IT. 

--PROBLEM WAS RESOLVED. VUE WANTS TO FINISH PRINTING THE '3CREEN 
WHERE 'F' IS ENTERED BEFORE YOU ENTER THE F'. IT GETS 
LO::'T OTHERWISE. CAUTION FOR THE USER. RECOVER BY 
HITTING 'ESC' TWICE AND WAITING A MOMENT. 

I TRIED THE EDITOR. I CAN GET IT TO HANG UP THE ':'YSTE:'1 VERY EASILY 
I AL':.O GOT IT TO GIVE ::EVERAL BUS":; ERROR':,. YUCK. 

! GOT A P!::RMANENT BUSS ERROR ,.HILE '::-OMP!L!NG A L~RGE BA':;,IC F!="JGPAM. 
THE PROBLEM WAS APFARENTLI -'\ ':,INGLE LEFT F'AREN :N CGL. 1-
UGI-l. 

WHEN! lISED A "READ #1" IN::,TEAD OF AN "INPUT lt1" TO READ A 
=EQUENTI~L FILE (WITH ONE ':;HORT RECORD), THI':, JOB WENT INTO ~N 
INDEFINITE LOOP, CONTINUALLY SEADING THE :'1":.,'0 ~ND TYP!~.JG THE 
INFO ON MY SILENT 70'). THE INFO WAS TEX; FROM MY BASI': 
".:"URCE I=!LE3, TEXT FRO,.. C.,.; .... ER F'!='N ';, ~ND ,JUN/-'. IT wOL'L!:'N T :'T':!='. 
,~HEN t HUNG UP THE PHONE ",ND REDIALED. r ,:,OT ~HE "~EL:;:'ME •• • !...:.::.w ='LE;:":.;;: 
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Fil. DSKO:HURTS.TXT[100.2J prlnted ~n 1:/28/79 

AND THEN THE DELUGE CONTINUED. BLEAHH! HAD TO GET THE COMPUTER 
RESET. 

00(:0 MANY TIMES, WHILE OPERATING THROUGH THE DC HAYES MODEM AND THE 
SILENT 700, THE TERMINAL WILL GO DEAD. FREQUENTLY IT IS DURING EDITING, 
AND THIS IS PROBABLY BECAUSE A LOT OF TIME IS SPENT EDITING. 
WHEN THIS HAPPENS. THERE IS NO RECOURSE BUT TO RE'SET THE SYSTEM, AND 
THAT SHOULD BE A NONO. ACCORDING TO SYSTAT RUN FROM ANOTHER .. JOB. THE 
PHONE TERMINAL IS STILL IN TI STATE. UPON DISCONNECT, THE PHONE 
STAYS BUSY. THHPp! 

0070 IN BASIC. 10 TOPSIT=10 

00:::0 

0100 

0110 

20 MAPI SIT(TOPSIT),S.40 
GETS A MESSAGE THAT THIS IS AN ILLEGAL SUBSCRIPT 
(WHICH IS A CORRECT STATEMENT) AND THEN HANGS THE SYSTEM. 
THIS WAS FOUND ON THE DC HAYES AND THE SILENT 700. 

AFTER EDITING. UPON TYPING <tE$$. I GOT THE MES::,AGE (MEMORY MAP 
DES TROYED] • I WAS DEAD. THE '3YSTEM LOCKED UP. #$~** I I 

MANY TIMES ONE OF THE S,IX TERMINALS WILL GO DORMANT. UPON EXAMINATION 
OF SYSTAT FROM ANOTHER TERMINAL, SOMETIMES (NOT ALWAYS) THE SYSTAT 
INFORMATION FOR THAT TERMINAL WILL HAVE SOME ,JUNK IN IT. 

AT TH I S PO I NT • IT SEEMS THERE ARE MANY WAY'3 TO HANG UP AN I ND I V I DUAL 
TERMINAL, IN ADDITION TO THE MANY WAYS THERE ARE TO BLOW THE WHCILE 
SYSTEM AWAY. IT IS THEREFORE IMPERATIVE THAT THERE BE SOME SORT 
OF AUTOMATIC "RESET AND CLEANSE" OPERATION FOR EACH TERMINAL, UPON 
DETECTION OF SOME ILLEGAL CONTROL INFORMATION OR UPON TIMEOUT 
DUE TO INACTIVITY. THIS WILL PREVENT THE ABSOLUTELY UNTHINKABLE 
SITUATION THAT WOULD ARI'3E IF THE CUSTOMER HAD TO SHUT DOWN FOR 
A RESET EVERY DAY: NAMELY, THE SYSTEM WOULD BE SITTING ON THE 
VENDOR" S DOORSTEP I 

WHEN RUNNING TWO SPOOLERS, WHEN A HANGUP OCCURS ON ONE OF THE 
PRINTERS (DUE TO OVERRUN OR WHATEVER). THE COMMAND ".pRINT" 
SHOWS BOTH PRINT QUEUES HAVE THE SAME NUMBER OF BLOCKS REMAINING, 
EVEN THOUGH BY ADDING UP THE LENGTH OF BLOCKS IN THE QUEUES IT 
IS OBVIOUS THAT THE NUMBER OF BLOCKS IN THE LONGER QUEUE I':: 
REPORTED FOR BOTH QUEUES. BY THE WAY, THE SYSTEM THEN LOCkS UP, 
AND MUST BE RESET. THEREFORE, (IPERATION WITH TWO 'SPOOLERS IS 
NOT POSSIBLE NOW. 

01::0 FREQUENTLY, THE ". MONTST" COMMAND. ". MONTST SYSTEM. MON, SY::,TEM. INI" 
FAILS TO COMPLETE. IT MAY STOP AT THE BEGINNIN'~. OR IN THE MIDDLE. 
OR ,.JUST BEFORE THE END (IN WHICH CASE THREE TERMINAL':: AND T:.JO 
'3POOLERS ARE INITIALIZED OK. BUT THE TERMINAL FOR ,..I0Bl HAS NO 
MEMORY ALLOCATED AND S,YSTAT '3HOWS IT ;TOPPED IN "MEMORY"). 

OF COUR::E THIS '::MACVS OF HARDWARE PROBLEMS, SINCE ";HE COMP'.JTER 
RESET WORKS ABOUT 00% OF THE TIME. BUT NONETHELE":,S, IT DOES HURT' 

(1130 USING VUE, I WAS BUSILY SEARCHING THROUGH INSTANCES OF THE VARIABLE 
"F$", AND CHANGING THEM TO "Fl$" BY DOING "RIGHT ARROW. "F. 1. 'X". 
CINCE, AFTER HITTING THE "1", I HIT "RET". VUE DELETED THE NEXT L:NE. 
I HIT "RET" AGAIN. IT DELETED ANOTHER LINE. I HIT "E":.C" "E":,C" AND 
IT DELETED THE PAGE. I HATED IT, BUT I GAVE UP AND HIT "Q". OWWWW' 
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Fi'~ DSKO:HURTS.TXTCI00,2J prlnted on 12/:8/7Q 

********** The above were on 4.1. They ma:{ be f I ,ed by now... '1'*"1-"'**** 

*********** These are In 4.3 *****************"1-****************** 

0140 

0150 

0160 

0170 

0180 

Using Vue to replace some things, the control-C hangs UP the 
terminal. Example: doing a global replac~ on the line numbers. 
try replacing all 00 wlth 01. After the second replace. type 
control-C. Bang. you~re dead' 

It sure is annoying. You ~ust flnlsh a nlce s~sslon With Vue. 
and YOU type in a new command. Then YOU change your mind and 
rub out the command. and then TOU trpe In a new command. Well, 
curse of curses. the first letter of the rubbed-out command IS 
stlll there. ruining ,'our new command. Ouch t 

In BASIC. the record-number varlable for a random file must be 
floatIng pOlnt. We tried a B.2 variable. and only record 0 would 
write. Owwwww' Either flX BASIC or note thIS In the manual. 

In Vue. It sure is annoying to load UP memory. then start ed1tlng 
and flnd that YOU get a buss error due to memory ov~rflow. We 
agree. Vue warns us we're nearl~ full. but that"s no consolat10n 
when all the terminals stoP. Why not have Vue automatlcally 
unrank 20% of the statements if we g~t over 90% ful1~ Or at 
least 1t could stop taking more insertIons. 

ThIS 1S a plea from a s~stem developer who writes large programs. 

We have wasted an 1ncred1ble amount of time tr\ln9 to ~orL around 
the way BASIC gobbles UP memor"( durIng comp11at1on. Why can t the 
so, stem hel pus'" 

1. COMPIL is supposed to comPlle programs from the d1Sk. and 
it does. But it IS not a dlSk-to-d1Sk comPllat1on. It 
appears to read a great deal of th~ source file Into memor(. 
and 1t app~ars to keep a lot of the object f11~. 1f not all 
,)f It. ir, memor",. Ar,d don't "IOU dare have errors' Many 1S 
the time when COMPIL has run out of memor~ wh~n there were 
a few errors. but comPlIed ok when the errors were 
palnstaklngly corrected. 

We even went as far as wrltlng a source f11e paCkIng program 
in ass~mblr language to k~ep the comPllat:on wlthln bounds. 
It helps. by why should we hav~ to do thlS~ 

So. how about a comPlIer that uses whatever memory 1S 
available (above some mln1mum. naturall ,) and never falls 
to) ,:omPlle"' 

2. A genUlne overlay technl~ue 15 long ov~raue. We need somethlng 
~hat ~arrles data and opened fIles ~etween )verl~~s. 
Ima9lne If we walt two or three ,ears more. someone may 
?r,)vlde It. Or posslbl ( we""ll get to !:oUT" a new proc,:,ssor 
and lots more memory so we can get EVERYTHING In at once--
~e wouldn't obJect as lon9 ~i we can trade In our old ones 
at flJll pr1':e. B'Jt serlotJsl t. 11' the Wl:ar,js (,f !r-vlne 
can~t fi9ur~ out how to get overlays implemented, tne," could 
a.t' ~i!'as't find a.rp)trler- wl::a..rd who .:a.n. Af~~r a11, th~ t-aCilnl-

qu~s have been around for 30 Years. 
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File DSKO:HURTS.TXT[100·2J prInted on 1:/28/7Q 

0190 

As ~n InterIm measure, can ~nYone tell us how to get 
separatelY-COmPlIed BASIC run modules to work together 
in memorY~ 
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Larr,·' WhIte 
47 N. Sl~rra JO~lta. #1 
Pa~adena. CA. ~1100 
<'213) 577-746':: 

Alpha Mlcros',st~ms 
17:=::31 ':.~ ( Par ~ Nor th 
Irvlna, C~ Q~714 
(714) :'':7'-1404 

r.~,~ r S 1 r s , 

f'r'a]~a c,)mp'Jter ':.·,,;tems (1<.[,8) H, Pasadena re':entl " ;;;ol,j me an 
Alpha Mlcro~,~tems AM-luO 5,stem. Current1) runnln9 on thIS i,stim 
IS the AMOS release 4.~ as generated b, I<CS, USln9 standard dual 
,jrlv'2 P",I"'=':l f1,)pp', dISJ."S (AM-~O(J), and';' por·t serIal lroter~a':2 
(~M-~:(l(J). '(,)U rna) be Interested lr, the f,:, I I 01111r'9 not.s atoo'Jt trte 
AMOS ,;,stem and varl~U;;; utIlItIes. ~'ea~. ~lve thes. comm.nts ~hat
ever att·?r.tl')n ,ou feel the',' des"rve.· I am In rt') wa, ,:rltlcl;:ln9 
the AM-IOO or the AMOS s,stem -- I 11J... ... them both. 

1. 

1. 1. 

1. ~. 

1. :::. 

1.4. 

1.6. 

. ~ 

.L. I. 

MACRO a;;;E'emb1er 

n",e assembler pr,)duces a Q error on INTEF:N and EXTERN 
statiments WIth comments. 

The M'3kO mac/nne 
!'1ACRO assembler. 

In~tructlon IS not reC09nl~ed b"l" th~ 
(Nelthel'" 1';; !'1::'fO.) 

The PRTN machIne InstructIon IS a;;;sembl.d b) MACRO a~ 
the RTN Instruction. 

The assembler manual states (St'ctlo:,n 4.1) that "Lower cas. 
character;;; Will oe translatea to upper case before toeln9 used 
In s,nta. chec~ln9 of each source line." ThIS does not appear 
to be the case WIth the current version of MACRO. 

The assembler manual doesn't male clear the order of 
eval'Jatlon of .',preSSlc,ns (sectI,:,n 4.:;). It ,;;tates 
"E'presslo~s are evaluated left to rl9ht under the 
hierarch, of the operators WhICh are ~sed WIthin that 
€~pr-eSs.lon.I' However, the on1", hlerarl:h'( 0'" precedenc.: 
the manual mentions IS that Unar, operators take precedence 
over blnar, operators. Perhaps It Should be made clear 
that the blnar, operators have the ;;;tandard precedence of 
most h19h level lan9uages lie. multiplication and diVISIon 
have precedence over ~,jdltlon and suotractlon), ~nd that 
e preSSlon eva1~ation IS not stral9ht left to r19ht as In 
standard PDP-II a,;;sembl.rs. 

SU9gestlonl MACRO defInItIons current I " store comments 
wlth the d~flnltl0n, enaDl1n~ the C0mments to b~ a p~nll~d 
WIth 3ach reference to the macro. Perhaps a method could 
ba provlded to have ~ comment l~ a macro d~flnltlon whlCh 
1S not stored ana not ~~panded WIth ~ach reference. A ~oYD1~ 
semlcolon ';; ml9ht D~ ~ good W~I t~ lndlcate ~uch ~ :ommen~. 

No error message lS generat~d on the followlns lnstructlon: 
MOV ~Rl.-\SP) 

It ~ould be nlC~ If an ~rror me$Eage were generat~d on thlS7 
and =lmllar t',pes of errors. Note that above Instruction 
ma,' b. 9~nerated 0) a MACRO whlCh e,·pected a 1lt2ral parame!a" 
~nd not ~·r~915t~r par~m~ter~ ~na ~ne IJs~r m~1 wa$t~ a lDt 0f 
u~less t~@ ~ss~mbler ~l~~s thlE ~s ~n ~rror. 

·3Y':,. MAC 

SU9sestl0nl Inc'~de t~e format of the TermInal Deflnltlln 
B1oc~ in S~S.M~C[7,7: Gr In a s.parat. FIle Just for that 
Fur p·)sc. 

Th@ FILNAM ~~c~o n~5 ~he ;o11owln~ d@flnltlon: 
DEFINE F!LNAM N~M,DFL7=;C~LL 010.Q.NAM. (F~)+.RADSO ,DFLT 
Thl$ aeflnltlon ~~$ dlff~r~nt ~es~l~E 1~pendlng on ~n~ 
;~n~th o~ GFLT~ ~s ll~t~d below: 

--1, .2. ')r ~, l~tt~rs 1.:.n9--·?V<?fr-:hln9 weir,. 
--':J ~-eo'ttars '.)rl5'--r.') :;~[SC 1$ 3€'n'.?r~ted, ~ ,:J "'i,: 

t- 1 r s t lLI (, r J !).;. -: t'l ~ ,.. .:' • : ,"11.11 1 n 51 1 n s t r I..J C t '1 r, 1 S 
t.akBfl -3.5 t~l~ :J-?-r:~IJlt :.- t:nSlon~ r'~SIJi lft9 :.r. 
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2.3. 

':::.4. 

3.1. 

3 . .2. 

3.4 .. 

3.5. 

4. 

~ s.l~~ed InstructIon or e~ecutlon contlnuln~ 
In the mIddle of ~n Instruction 

--4 or more letters--more than 1 word of RADSO IS 
~ener~ted, wlth words followln9 the fIrst worJ 
beln9 e~ecuted ~s If the, were Instructions. 

In none of the ~bove c~se~ IS ~n error mesS~9. gener~te~. 

SU9gestlon: re~l~ce the current defInItIon wIth t~e followln9: 
DEFINE FILNAM NAM,DFLT=SCALL '010.Q,NAM.#[DFLTJ 
ThIS defInitIon will not give ~n' error mess~ge on ~FLT ~eln9 
:ero len9th or longer than 3 letters, but It wil I ~lw~,s 9.n.r~te 
one word of RAD50 (thOU9h It m~, h~ve ~ value o~ :ero). 

SU9gestlon: re~l~ce the FSPEC macro defInItIon WIth the follOWIng: 
DEFINE F';PEC DDB, DFLT=SCALL 011, O. DDBdHDFL TJ 
ThlS change re~Ulres the FSPEC monItor c~l I routIne t~ rEc09nl:e 
a default fIle .'tenslon of 0 ~s e~ulval.nt to the -1 ~~tensI0n 
used under the old method. 

Th.? documentl.)n ir, the "AI'10S MONITOR CALLS MANUAL" ,joes r.·;.t 
state how the LOOkUP macro tells the user whether the fIle 
e,lsts. USlng DDT on the blnarles of varlOUS slst~m utl~lt~e5 
shows that the Z l)lt IS clear/set If it e',u.ts/doesn t e ,1st. 

VUE 

VUE sear.:hes for INI.VUE In MEM:, [P,PNJ, [P,';)], an,J 
DS~0:[7,OJ. However, the hel~ file MENU.VUE II se~rcn.d 
for ,.n '-':"Jr current dlS~ (7,,)J, nc.t DS~,O:(7,OJ. 

The INSERT LINE ('B) o~er~tlon uses the Insert line f~nctl~n 
of ~ SMART termlr,al .,nl-.- If the B IS beH,9 ,j,)ne ~r.)"., the 
start of ~ line. If done In the middle of ~ line t~. entl~. 
rest .:.f the s.:reen 15 rewr 1 tter, t •. VUE. 

The CONCATENATE ('0) oper~tl0n does not use thE delete lIne 
function of a smart termInal. The rest of the I~reen IS 
rewrItten bv VUE. 

The Cle~r-to-End-of-Screen functIon In VUE appears to onl, 
be used on leavln9 the ~rogram and returning to command mode. 
If a full screen .ra~e and the message 

"Now wrltln9 fIle XXX.YYY •••• " 
were used Instead then VUE would be lmmedlatel ( usable on 
more termln~ls, and wrltln9 deVice drIvers for those termlna:s 
whlch do not have Cle~r-to-EOL/EOS WOUld be eaSIer. 

M~n, termlnal~ use esc~pe s.quences such as ESC-A, ESC-B, 
E'=,C-( and E';C-D for the arrc.w 'e.s WhlCh Posltlon the ':'Jrs.)r. 
If VUE were modlfled so that a double ESCAPE sequence took 
one to comm~nd mode. then VUE would be able to reCOgnl=e 
these cursor functlons ~s e~ulvalent to CTRL-H/~/~/L. ThIS 
wOlJld ~ll c.w 'JUE to wc.r~, better WItt, e' lstln~ termInal s ,Js.·j 
b. som.? customers, such as the INFOTON, the Beeh!~. 100. and 
the DEC VT-5.2. 
(up: ESC-~ down: ESC-B rl9nt: ESC-C lef~: ESC-D) 

FILCOM 

The FILCOM error messase "ABC. PRGNOT FOUND" ne",ds anotr,er =-~a.:, ... 
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L'ISTING OF SOFTWARE FRO~t 1979 

ACCOUNTING 

Henry Arjad, Orange County Computer Center, Costa ~!esa, CA 714-646-0221 

Richard Brock, RB Graphic Supply Co., Garden Grove, CA 714-897-0341 

Scott Brim, Computer Systems for Business, Las Vegas, NV 702-873-7400 

Jorge Coto, Budget Computer Systems, ~iami, FL 305-446-9624 

lrv Eichenbaum; Huntingdon Valley, PN 215-464-1056 

~!ichae1 Gavrity; Budd, Klein & Gavrity, Albany, ~ 518-869-3146 

John Hardwick. Software Development, Los Altos, CA 415-948-0128 

Terry Jackson, Payne, Jackson & Assoc., Anchorage, AK 907-272-7261 

Robert Leis, BLM Systems, San Francisco, CA 415-546-1797 

Richard McClendon, ~~C Computer Ser., Houston, TX 713-666-2104 

Elmer Mitchell, Business Computing Ser., Huntsville, TX 713-291-3997 

Steve Pugliese, The Systems House, Hollywood, CA 213-464-0640 

Don Robertson, Robertson Accounting, Fullerton. CA 714-738-6434 

Southeast Micro Data, Orlando, FL 305-851-0913 

Terry Woodward. Computer Center, Birmingham, AL 205-942-8567 

.l... .. U~1AL 

Don Jarvis, Electronics Speciality, Houston, TX 713-665-0477 (Pest 
C'ontrol) 

ARCHITECTURE 

Jens Pohl. Educo1, San Luis Obispo, CA 805-546-2841 

John Schaller, Innovative Computing, Kirkland, WA 206-827-0731 

James Barretta, Boca Raton, FL 368-2220 

AUTO 

F. Howard Hitchins, Champaign Computer Center, Mahomet, IL 217-586-4131 

Southeast ~licro Data, SEE ACCOUNTING 

Ter-::-y Woodward, SEE ACCQUNTI::-J'G 
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BUSINESS 

Henry Arjad, SEE ACCOUNTING 

Richard Brock, SEE ACCOUNTING 

Jorge Coto, SEE ACCOUNTING 

Scott Brim, SEE ACCOUNTING 

Don Jarvis, SEE ANIMAL 

William Miller, Sunny Computer Stores, Coral Gables, FL 305-661-6042 

Don Robertson, SEE ACCOUNTING 

CHILD CARE 

Southeast mero Data, SEE ACCOUNTING 

CONSTRUCTION 

John Hardwick, SEE ACCOUNTING 

Jens Poh1, SEE ARCHITECTURE 

Terrence Smith. Computer Workshop of Kansas City. :>10 816-452-3690 

Jim Wawrzyniak, Custom Computer Systems, Cleveland, OH 216-951-2112 

Terry Woodward, SEE ACCOUNTING 

CONVENTIONS 

William Oliver, Letts Business Systems, Oakland, CA 415-653-1909 

CUSTOM PROG~\~ING 

William Oliver, SEE CONVFNTIONS 

DATA BASE MANAGE~mNT 

Khalsa Computer Systems, Pasadena, CA 213-684-3311 

~ichae1 Lewis, Dravac Ltd .• New York, ~y 212-989-Z100 

Richard ~1oule, Byte Shop of Law"Ilda1e, Lawndale, CA ~13-371-~4Z1 
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DE~TAL 

Dary11 Shatz, DeMarco Shatz Corp., Torrance, CA Z13-533-5080 

Joseph Poras, Marlboro, MA 617-481-5010 

EDUCATION (SEE ALSO SCHOOLS) 

Steve Stoner, Synsys Inc. Des ~Ioines, IA 515-279-8861 

FARMING 

Tony DiNicola, Delta ~icro Computer, Alexandria, LA 318-442-0217 

GRAPHIC:, 

Mark Antin, M. Kerber Inc. New York, XY 212-226-4222 

Peter Jacobson, Absolute Sound, Birmingham, m 313-542-4707 

HOSPITAL 

Lee Stone, Comptr C, Topeka, KS 913-233-4433 

Terry I'loodward, SEE ACCOU~TING 

HEALTH 

Robert Bruce, Management Data Services, Baltimore, ~ID 301-837-2230 

Jim Taylor, Data Processing Consultants, Boulder, CO 303-449-8847 

I~SURANCE 

K-D Enterprise, Sun Valley, CA 213-767-7505 

Trey Shannon, Shannon Life, Fort Worth, TX 817-624-2191 

Jim Taylor, SEE HEALTH 
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fNYENTORY 

Scott Brim, SEE ACCOUNTING 

Richard Brock, SEE ACCOUNTING 

Jorge Coto, SEE ACCOUNTING 

F. Howard Hitchins, SEE AUTO 

Khalsa Computer, SEE DATA BASE MAJ~AGEMENT 

William Miller, SEE BUSINESS 

Don Schaffer, Celestial Seasonings, Boulder, CO 303-449-3779 

LABORATORY 

Ron Brown, Lambda B systems Inc. Miles City, MT 406-232-4572 

Terry Woodward, SEE ACCOUNTING 

LAW 

Terrance Smith, SEE CONSTRUCTION 

LIBRARY 

Terry Woodward, SEE ACCOUNTING 

LOGGr:~G 

Rod Brewer, Pine Top Logging, Whiteriver, AZ 602-338-4353 

~lAILING 

Richard Brock, SEE ACCO~TING 

Peter Burke, Basic Business Software, Salt Lake, UT 801-363-1199 

Jay Hill, Electric Brain, somewhere in Calif., ~09-227-8479 

Phil T~eis, Alpha Computer Center, Lancaster, PA -17-229-0567 
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MEDICAL 

Scott Brim, SEE ACCOUNTING 

David Garver, American Medical Software, Champaign, IL 217-351-5415 

Dale Horn, STAT Systems, Seattle, WA 206-632-5080 

Peter Jax, Automated Professional Sys., Garden Grove, CA 714-891-3516 

Robert Leis, BLN Systems, San Francisco, CA 415-546-1797 

MUSEUMS 

Patrick LaFollette, L.A. Museum of Natural History, L.A., CA 213-144-3377 

PHARMACY 

Terry Woodward. SEE ACCOUNTING 

Anne Turner, Computer Associates, Huntsville, AL 205-533-5130 

PRI:n SHOPS 

Richard Brock, SEE ACCOUNTING 

PRODUCTION 

Don Schaffer, SEE INVENTORY 

PROPERTY ~~NAGEMENT 

Robert Leis. SEE ~ffiDICAL 

Bill Todd, Data Works, Santa Ana, CA 714-547-5094 

RADIO 

Southeast mero Data, SEE ACCOUNTING 

RETAIL OPERA7IONS 

Jorge Coto, SEE ACCOUNTING 

Peter Jacobson. SEE GRAPHICS 
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RESTURANTS 

Bob Bruce, SEE HEALTH 

Business Information Systems, Omaha, ~E 402-339-8~S6 

SCHOOLS (SEE ALSO EDUCATION) 

Phil Theis, SEE MAILING 

Henry Trist, K-D Enterprises, SEE INSU~~CE 

Terry Woodward, SEE ACCOUNTING 

TAXES 

Irving Eichenbaum, SEE ACCOUNTING 

Ira Hanson, Mammoth Lakes, CA 714-934-2937 

TELEVISION 

Southeast Micro Data, SEE ACCOUNTING 

TYPESETTING 

Lee Stone, SEE HOSPITAL 

TELECOMML~ICATIONS 

Khalsa, SEE DATA BASE MANAGEMENT 

UTILITIES 

Peter Jacobson, SEE GRAPHICS 

WORD PROCESSING 

Khalsa Comp. , SEE DATA BASE MA..1>JAGEME~n 

Matrix Associates, Santa Rosa, CA 707-545-5834 

Chris ~idgley, datalab inc., Ann Ar~or, ~I 313-995-0663 

.\Iichael Lewis. SEE DATA BASE MANAGE?·IENT 

Jim Taylor, SEE HEALTH 

Bob Toxen, Santa Clara, CA 408-496-0855 

jeff Oberholtzer, Computer Engineering, Redondo 3each, CA 
28 
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LATE ADDITIONS 

LAW 

Robert Donahue, Donahue Software, Eugene, OR 503-485-5631 

INSURAJ~CE 

Solihin Millin. Contron Computer Consultants, 12 Toorak Drive, 
Dingley, VIC Australia 3172 

IF YOU HA\~ .~~~ CHk~GES OR ADDITIONS TO THIS LIST, PLEASE CONTACT 
SHARON AT P.O. BOX 1723, BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 (303) ~49-691i. 
PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT ALL OF THIS INFORMATION IS OBTAI~ED THROUGH 
CO:'-lTACT WITH ~1E~!BERS SO BE SURE TO LET US lC{OW ABOUT A.~'! UPDATES. 
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ALPHA WORQ 
ALPHA MICRO MENU DRIVEN WORD PROCESSOR 

AlPHA WORO IS a campletl menu dnven word proc:essmg syS1lm for the AlII/1I MIcro AM·loo computer 

The Document and slandard ParagraDII processors haVe the mlll1 fallllras 01 AJpna MICrO 5 vue text processor ,nCludlng lone 'i1SeI1 ana a_Ie word 
Insert and delete. page SlapPing. glOOal surtI1 and r.plaal. automallC l!nllllll at the end 01 Ih. 1l1li. ana OIOCII 1I1!MI. copy ana _ Your text oS 
IIlIItaCllVely srortO on dlSle 10 ensure system retlalldfly 

The Lost processor desoon IS a genel'll hnked lIS! wflll user defined dati otems and dati 111m keYS lISt Items may tie mtIIVlO WIllI ooc:umenr or S13nIWO 
paragraph files 

Pnnllng funcllOns Include ngllt lusllfic:atoon WIllI proportional spacmg. OOId IacIl\'IIlnO. unoerlllllng super/SUO SC11IIIJng. centenng. hie merging wflll IIOt:1 
standard paragraph and lIS! files Pnmers fully SUPllOrted InCiUdt the Qum •. NEC Solnwmer. OliIOIo. and TI·lnO 

Thl users manual lor ALPHA WORD IS wrotten In SUCh a manner that your SICI'IIIIY can easdy llarn tne system In a h!w ~ours. ThIS IS lIOSSIbIe mmugh 
the use of extensove examples and an easy to rlad style. 

ALPHA WORD may be used on any hard or floppy dlSle system. ALPHA WORD SOIIWare IS snlppeo on an 8 mC1l Hoapy dISk In StlIndarII or AMs lerma! 
DemonstratlOl1 disks. Including users manual arl available for S35 ar users manual sepa!1r.eIy for 515 eaC1l 

BasiC callable assembly language routines InCluded wflll each ALPHA WORD onler (demo or full svsteml onCluce ro.ones 10 Derlorm me foIlow''1(j ~J'c· 
hans' 1) Qate ROUllnes. 2) 51810 lerml~aJ. JI FrIt dISk blockS. 41 Cur""t UM numoer. 5) Gentra/lZed lone inPut roUOnt 61 BasIc fife rJnumoenng .~. 
Clulles GO TO # IFITHEN;, and GOSUB .. renumbenng). 7) Terminal dnvar tor Some 10 ,40 transtabng user define keys to ALi'HA wo;:m or VUE 
control COdes. and 8) Games 

ALPHA WORD software has been r1duced by popular demand to $ 6 0 0 willi quanllly diSCOUnts to ataJefS 

OBERHOllZER COMPUTER ENGINEERING. 12'" Ynel Aven~e Reoonao Beach. CalIfornia 90277 ~ Pnor.e '2 ' 3. rS·4096 



Computer Programming Unlimited 

Mr. Jim Taylor 
AMUS 

COMPUTER CONSCLTA!It'TS 
Post Office Box 491 

Costa ~lesa. CA 9162" 
(714\ 646-9\ 55 

C/O Community Free School 
Post Office Box 1724 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 

~ovember 21, 1979 

De~r Mr. Taylor, 

In your AMeS letter dated ~ay, 1979, Dr. Chatard Jr., 
requested information regarding a ~~C driver. I am 
pleased to announce that we carry a product which is 
"tr1ed and true" and fulfills "this need. 

The most curren"t version is the XEC 2.0 driver. It 
will drive the NEC Spinwriter a"t its maximum speed 
(1200 Baud). We have found that 1t will cause 
virtually no reduction in "the general system performance. 

While this driver is uni-directional (bi-directionality 
was mentioned in the AMeS letter), it will perform as 
well if not better than a. bl-directional driver. Our 
research indicates that a bi-directional driver will 
actually run slower and place a higher drain on the 
system than our uni-directional driver. 

We can ship the driver on an AMS forma"t floppy for 
$100.00, or for $75.00 on a 5MB cartridge (5440-12). 
If you desire "the drlver on the car"tridge,. you may 
either send a car"tridge, or purchase one from us for 
$96.00. We will add shipping charges and applicable 
sales tax to all sales. 

We also market a programmimg aid called ~mRGE. It 
allows the use of common copy libraries and the printing 
of listings with page numbers and titles. 

If anyone requires additional information, they 
should feel free to contac"t me at the above address 
~r phone number. 
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BUSINESS COMPUTING SERVICE 
1520 18th St. 

Huntsville, TX 77390 
1-713-291-3997 

Mr. Jim Taylor, President 
Alpha Micro Users Society 
P.O. Bo x 1723 
Boulder, Co. 80306 

Dear Mr. Taylor: 

Novermber 21, 1979 

I am in receipt of my first k~US Newsletter and I have a 
contribution to make as well as an advertisement to place in the 
next issue. 

The contribution is in regard to Alpha Accounting Payroll 
and Order Entry/Inventory Control. I have ~odified the payroll 
package to work for any type of employee (salaried or hourly; 
weekly, semimonthly or monthly) as well as added the capability 
of handling loans made to employees against future wages. I have 
modified the order entry package to correct the price selection 
bug as well as added a routine that checks the AROPEN file 
balance against the credit limit in the Customer ~aster file 
during order entry and warns the operator if the total amount of 
the order being entered plus the balance in the AROPEN file 
exceeds the customer's credit limit. There are many other bugs 
in Order Entry which I've fixed but that would be known only to 
someone actually using the package. These fixes and enhancements 
are available free to any user who cares to call me. Alpha Micro 
dealers will be assessed a one time charge of $100.00 for the 
enhancements but fixes are free to all comers. 
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CONTRON CmtPUTER CONSULTANTS - SClEmtl f lC & Commerclal 
12 Toorak DrIve, D~ngle~, VIC AUSTRALIA 317: 
Phone: Aus~ralia (03) 551 4~39 

The Newsl~tter EdItor 
Alpha Mlo:ro Users Soclet~ 
P 0 Po:: 17~3 
Boulder. Colorado 80306 USA 

18th Dec~mber. 1979. 

DeaT' S.r/Madam, 

We would like to present the followIng 
InformatIon. an,j F'ubllcatlon. If ~OIJ so wish. 
cOP!'! to the InslJranee Instltl.Jte for Research 
AMUS newsletter Vol 2 No 8 Oct 1979. 

data for ~OIJr 
WI,> have sent a 
as m~l'Itloned in 

David Jewell. a well-known Melbourne Insurance Broker. 
tosether WI th Contron ComPIJter Consl-ll tdflts have developed what 
we belIeve IS the most advanced I,lsurance BrakIng Com~uter 
Swstem In Australia toddW. 

We are clcHmil1s, a 
Intlmdtelw lInked 

possIble WORLD FIRST 1n that we have 
a powerful word proceSSlnS s~stem dlrectl~ 

What UlJ.;i means IS thdt the broker. whlle enterlns and 
an.endlng pollc.es. c:an enter vi rtuallw an~ alllOI-lr,t of te>:t 
a.,.soclated WIth edch f>OIIO:W (schedl-lles. endorsements. .,.peC:lal 
clauses) bw means of a powerful word process.or. ThlS word 
f>T'oceSS1nss tel:t .s linked d1 T'ectl~ Into the account1ns 
flJnctlor,s of the swstem. and aFPea,'s on doc'Jnlents such as the 
Detnt/Credlt Note (invoice) sent to the clJ.ent. and on the 
In':>IJrance Comi>an'::! O"der (sent to the In",'Jranc:e COlnpanw). 

The are man'::! other advantases of th~ sw.,.teru. Including: 

* FI./II 
Cr ... dltors. 

InCegratlon of accolJntins f'Jrtctlons (Debt.ors. 
GerltH' .. 1 Led~er. F'<!wro1l). 

K An lnnovatlye D1arv s!'!stem that dlS?ldWS rerulnder 
lr,formatlon on such tOF'LCS as Oytst~nding Cover Notes. ClaIms. 
Insurance COIJIPanv Orders. E::Plred Polic1e.-s. 'H~d General 
~F'f>O 1 n t.rrler. ts. ...t.c. 

wore 
Cwrres?on.jence. Pol!cw WorlJ~ftg5' 

~andllng func:tions 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 HOW THIS SYSTEM CAN HELP YOU 

We would li~e to introduce to ~ou what we belIeve IS the most advarlced 
Insurance Brokers Computer ssstem In Australia. 

A~ ~ou are aware with fallin~ pre~lum~ and increaslnS staff oyerheads
brokln~ actiVItIes now reouire a hi~h desree of efflclencs to maIntaIn 
profitable tradins. 

We believe we can offer ~ou th~ solution to thIS probleru. 

Our s~stem Integrates ALL aspects of brokin~. 3110wlnS w~u morw tlm~ ~0 

be seillns and servlclnS ~our clIents' needs. 

The s~stem has been deslsned WIth the followlnS ob~~ctlves: 

INTEGRATED BROKERS SYSTEM 
bro~lns actlvltles and Ilnk~ 

complementar~ fashIon. 

to create a sssteru that cov~r5 ~ll ~~~ur 
the varIous aC~lvltles ~ogetn~r In 2 

CLIENT SERVICE - to free the broker from paper-shuffllng and .llow ~:'e 

broker to fullflll hIs/her profes~ional brakIng role more Lorltlnuou~lw; 

that IS. to mar~et Insurance servIces to the clIent to fullf:ll the 
clIent's needs In the best possible wa~. 

QUICK RESPONSE TO CLIENT REOUESTS - to allow the bro~er to gIve ~UIC~ 
accurate response to client QuerIes on pollCle~. claIms. erldursementb' 
renewals. cover notes. etc. 

PREVENT DATA REDUNDENCY - under man~ manual s~~terus, a speclflc data 
item such as a clIent's name and address has to ~e wrItten, locate~. Slid 

t~ped a number of tImes. thus reduclns offIce efflclencw and ~dr&le, a,~~ 
creat~n~ potentIal error. Wlth thIs_COMPUTERISED SYSTEM, ~~ta SY('~ as 
client name and address need onl~ be entered once. The 5~ste~ wli: 
produce all references to cllent nam~ and address ffoT e::alli~l.), f"o~ 
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INTRODUCTION POISe 1-~ 

IMPROVE OFFICE MORALE - becalJse the s!:Is.telll does. awaw with repetitive 
tasks and borinS paper shl.Jfflimh and allows read." access to brokinS 
information at the push of a button 

IMPROVE FORMS AND REPORTS - because all for.s and re~orts are printed 
automaticallw on a hiSlh-speed printef', the." loo~. 1II0re profess.ional and 
illlPressive and are ver!:l eas." to read. 

STAFF SAVINGS - the use of this. computer s':Istelll should decrease office 
overheads and number of clerical staff reauired. This is a major s."stem 
benefit. 

ACCOUNTING the s!:lstelll handles all accountlnSl functions, includinSl 
debtors, (cl ients), credi tors (i.)sur-ance cUIhPanies and sundr':l 
creditof's), detailed S1eneral ledSer and financial reportinSl, includinSi 
balance sheets and profit and loss. stDtem~nts. 

MANAGEMENT INFORMATION - the swstem pruduces current and h~stoT'ical 

information on prellliulIls and CUlIlmiss.ions earned in client seQuence and 
Insurance compan.., seauence. 

INFORMATION FOLLOWUP - a mCl.Jor featlJre of this Sololstem is AUTOMATIC 
followIJp on covel' notes. claillls. ir.slJrance orders a".d an.., other 
correspondence ':IO'J wish to enter. Cover notes. claims and ins.urance 
compan.., orders are entered into the followup (DIARY) s..,s,tem toSether 
with the date at which wou wish followup to occur (ACTION DATE). The 

• s..,stem will prompt ..,ou at the appropriate tIme to take ap~ropr,ate 
action. 

WORD PROCESSING - the swstem has a F-owerful p.ulti-user word-proceSSlns 
s..,stem that has been lInked into the POLICY sws.tem tu allow manipulatIon 
of poolicw schedule, endors.elal!!nt and standard clause inforlllatlon. The 
word processor lIa!:l also be IJsed independer.tl!:l fro .. the POllC'.::I !;'':IlOtem for 
seneral correspondence and text handling. 

GENERAL MULTI-USER CAPA8ILITY - if reuuired wou 11101\:1 add video t~~minals 
and addi tlonal printers to \:lour s",s.telh as J'eaui red. A nlJllber of 'Jsers 
lIIa!:l sim'Jltaneousl\:l ac:ceslO information on '::lour swstell as and when the!:l 
need it. 

FREE FORMAT CLIENT SCHEDULES, ENDORSEMENTS, AND STANDAR[' CLAUSES - the 
s",stem allows '::101.1, the 'Jser. to deCIde .J'Jst how mlJch 01' how little 
lnformation wou wish to stare on the cOIIIPuter for each polic'.::l 
schedule/endorsement. YOIJ are not linilted to a poartlc'Jlar n'Jlllbey' of 
words 01' a pa~ticular format. In these area~, the co.puter acts as a 
normal t."pewriter (with melllorw), and accepts whatever information ..,ou 
tlolpe into it. The information lSo stol'etJ 11'. an efficient manner. 

Sf'EED AND ACCURACY - because the COIhP'Jter IS In charSle of the prOCeSS1ng 
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INTROIlUCTION PoSe 1-3 

of infor_ation. fiSures are processed accuratel~ and QUlckl~ and 
automatlcall~. 

TRUST ACCOUNTING - il) the event that !:IOU (or the !:Iovernl~ent), r!:'O'Jlre 
Information on the funds !:IOU have In tr'J'!>t. or li",vesteti. the (DIARY) 
s!:lstem keeps Information on funds !:IOU have in tru'!>t. or Invested. 
toSether with detaIls of 'invested with'. 'ownershIP', 'rate of return' 
and 'interest e~rned'. 

HULTI-USER PRINTING (SPOOLING) - if the printer is bus!:l on the s~stem 
with someone else''!> prIntIng. and !:IOU wish to produce a repurt, ~ou md~ 

send !:lour report to a Queue on dis~. Once !:IOU have done thIS, ~our 
terminal bee-olnes free for other work. YO'Jr report wlil be prll,ted as 
soon as the prInter becomes available. 

PASSWORD FACILITY - ensures data privic!:l. The s!:lstem has an exceller.t 
securit~ s~stem. Each program in the s~stem ma~ be gIven a different 
password - no one can access the pro!:lrams or data on dlSlo. without these 
passwords. These passwords ma!:l b~ chan!:led easil~ whenever the" s~steffi 
user wishes. In order to chanse passwords ~ou need the password to th~ 

~~ssword maintenance program'! Passwords are stu\'e~ In a coded 'Jumble' 
and are therefore 'Jnintelli!:lible to someone tr':nng to 'crdclo the 
s~stem' • 

HULTI-COMPANY - the s~stem ma~ be set UP for a single corupan~' or a 
number of companles. 

CO-INSURANCE AND BORDEREAU - the s~stem handles both these functlons. 

SYSTEM/USER INTERACTION the s~stem is an on-lIne multI-user s~steffi. 
Interactlon WIth the s!:lstem user IS VIa a standard t~pewrlter-ll"e 

ke~board and a VIsual displa~ monitor. Reports arl:' produced on the 
s!:Istem prin1.er (of WhICh there ma~ be more than one). All delle 1-" stOT!:'d 
on hIgh speed access magnetIc dIsk. 

SYSTEM EXPANSION - This s~stem is able to grow a~ and when ~ou reaUlre 
extra power and/or capaclt~. It cal) support man~ VIdeo telffilnals 
(conc~rrent users), multIPle printers. and larger dlS~ memorles for your 
data files. 
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MAIL lUG LIST 
PRODUCT ANNOUNcm~T 

The Community Free School, of Boulder, Colorado is making its 
ma~ling list programs available to AMUS members. We have been 
us~ng the programs for five months now, and are convinced that 
this series of programs is suitable for use by non-computer 
oriented folks (we use volunteers to enter information who get 15 
minutes of training before we let them loose on the mailing 
lists). This software allows for the capture of information on 
address, phone, expiration date, a dollar amount, and up to three 
descri2tors on each name entered on the list. Subsets of names 
within the list may be created based on any descriptor(s) 
selected, expiration dates, dollar amounts, or combinations of 
these fields. Sorts may be made up to three levels deep on any 
set of fields. Facilities are availble for prL~ting of rosters 
and labels are formatted for four-up peel-off labels. 

The complete 
availble on 
$150.00. 

AlphaBASIC listings and user documentation are 
floppy discs for $50.00, and on Hawk Cartridges for 

Orders ~y be placed by sending your check or Doney order to The 
Community Free School, P.O. Box 1724, Boulder, Co. 80306, or 70u 
may call (303) 447-a733 for more information. 

P.O. BOX 1724 • 2805 BROADWAY. BOULDER. COLORADO 80306 • (303) 447-8733 
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cQ)fc©n~ffWlfu~©n©~~f &~~~~~~-;~~ N~~-r~"'...,:,~~~ ~ ~.~ 
------- -- - --- ------------------------- ------:,---

Peter Ralph Nnel Chiltard, Ir .• M.D., Inc., P.5. Ph, siCl~n5' "..141010,," ReterraJ ~f"\ I't 

29 November 1979 

Mr. James Taylor, President 
Alpha Micro Users Society 
1216 Pearl Street 
P. O. Box l7Z3 
Boulder, CO 80306 

Dear Jim: 

C,;mnle S. Sak..ll, \tS.P -\. ce.": \. 

I was pleasantly overwhelmed by the offers which I received 
from ,u.rus members all over the country regarding my ~EC Spin
writer which was not functioning properly. I just wish I had 
gotten this much help from my dealer! It was \"ery gratifying, 
however, to belong to an organization whose members are so 
willing to give up their time and spend their money to help 
someone who is able to give so little in return. 

For the interest of those members "ho ... ondered what my prob
lem was, it turned out to be embarrassingly simple. I had 
the wrong pin connections on the cable ... hich led to the ~'1300 
board from the Spin"riter. Fortunately, the dealership from 
which I made the purchase of the Spinwriter has changed 
management and is more careful in the solution of these prob
lems. 

I greatly enjoy the . .lJ,rus ~ewsletter. I read it immediately 
upon receiving it. I am very impressed by the number of 
programs which have been developed by individuals throughout 
the country. Although I am tempted to purchase a number of 
these programs, I frankly hesitate to do so because I have 
no way of determining whether or not I am purchasing a piece 
of "silk" or "sow's ear." I would be very interested in a 
column in AMUS being devoted to software evaluations. A 
thoughtful evaluation of a piece of software would be very 
helpful to us users who would otherwise have to purchase 
the soft>.are to know >.hether it is of ':al"..le. It would pre-
vent us from repeating the mistakes that we have made so 
often in the past. Such evaluations Aould be useful to the 
sellers of software as it would provide an exposure greater 
than their advertisements can supply. It "-oul':' also separate 
the work of amateurs from those of the thoughtful professionals 
liho deserve our support. I would be interested in your thoughts 
on this subject. Perhaps you or your ~ewsletter editor, Steve 
Elliott, liould care to comment on this subiect ln the ~ext 
issue of .~·ruS. " 
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Page Two 
~r. James Taylor, President 
Alpha Micro Users Society 29 :-.rovember 1979 

With M·roS providing all kinds of good software on its hard 
disks, it sounds as if I need to obtain a data communications 
system for my Alpha ~!icro computer. What are your recommen
dations at this time? :s the new D. C. Hayes Associates 
~icromodem 100 system a reasonable solution for my needs? 
Does it work with the KHALSA software for the D. C. Haves 
80-103A Data Communications interface card? If I obtain 
the necessary hardward, how do I get started in the use of 
this system? 

Continue your fine work. Guys like I who need all the help 
that they can get greatly appreciate it. 

Si~ 

PETER RALPH NOEL CH..A.TARD, JR., :.l.D., F.A.C.S. 

1m 
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~ DONAHUE 
SOFTWARE 
ASSOCIATES 
,liero-computer Speciali .. ts 

Overview: 

LAW OFFICE MANAGEMEN':' ?ACKAGE 

Now available on the Alpha Micro Computer, a complecely ~nteg=ated, multi-user 
law office ~~ement package that responds to the needs of the automa~ed 
law office. The prograJIE were developed by lawyers ~ogetner with systems 
analysts to be used by the LAWYER and not the secre~ar~al suppcrt scaff. 
The result is a simple and easy-to-use system of accounts receivable, 
"tickler," ani pre-prepared forms generation. 

With speed and ease of input of information a primary aim, the accounts 
receivable sub-system features time ani charges, separate trust accounting, 
and simple standard fee entry. The accounts receivable componenc has all the 
standard amenities 1ncluiing billing, summary reports ani instant on-line 
client status. 

The tickler program offers a flexible calendari."lg system con~a.inir.g ma..'ly 
un1~ue options. With standard calendaring subject codes available, records 
can be stored on an attorney-by-attorney basis, with an cp_ion fvr appoir.t~ent 
scheduling built into the system. It offers a wide variety of reports by 
attorney, by case, by type of activity, or by type of case. A un1~t:e feacure 
of the package enables the user to conveniently update tickler ~~ accounts 
receivable information simultaneously. As an opcion, tickler ::-epor-ve can be 
generated which contain accounts receivable informaticn. 

The law forms programs offer advantages noc found i~ gene::-al word p=ocessir.g 
software. The software provides che law office witn co~lete flexibility in 
composing and printing legal fo=, without the necess~ty of :orm-1:y-form 
preparation. Whether the for:ns are letcerhead, pleadi::gs, c::- pla.i~ wni te 
paper, the package will prepare any re~uired doc1O.ents ~n 3.!'ly ;::ombination. 
Also available are hundreds of legal forms in the areas of adoptions, wills, 
divorce, real estate, business, name changes, collections ani other related 
areas of the law. The package provides the flex!.bil!.:y :or each user to add 
his/her own imividual forms into the system. 

The system suppor~s multi-access terminals which can be adapted to the needs 
of a sole practitioner or a large firm. 

What Does This Package Mean to Lawvers? 

For the first time, documents ;::an be produced by the attorney '.;hile the cl!.ent 
is in thelawyer's office. iiills can be immediacely ;roduced; all forms for 3. 

divorce can be ready wi chin minutes. Coscly and unnecessa..ry second appoint
ments can be eliminated; the number of required suppor: ~rsor~'le: ;::an :e 
reduced. 

WE .... ~OME I5Q.UIRIES. B:xpected release ~ .; anuar/, : gao. 

Post Office Box 10302. Eugene. Oregon 97440 
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I' A 1: SYSTEMS. INC. 
IVSTEM THATS ALWAYS THERE 

November 17, 1979 

AMOS 
P.O. Box 1723 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 

Dear Jim, 

4059 R_lt Way N.E. 
Seattle, W •• 98105 U.S.A. 

1-800-562-7775 
(206) 632-5080 

In the last 3 to 4 months, we at STAT have been supplying more 
and more Alpha users with Business and Healthcare application 
software. There has been a pattern in the plight of these users: 

1. They were sold a "working accounting system". 
(Only it doesn't work) 

2. They have had their unit (usually Hard Disk) for 6 months 
to a year. (and their patience is worn ~) 

3. They have been referred to us by either Alpha, another 
Dealer, or their original Dealer. 

We have been able to help these people both in standard and in 
semi-custom applications. 

If you too, have been receiving these calls and letters please 
feel free to forward them to us. While we do charge for the 
software, the user still receives an outstanding "buy". We find 
our Report Generator solves many of the user's needs. 

Keep up the good work Jim, and I hope your snow shovel holds out. 

Sincerely, 

--
Dale T. Horn 
President 

- ---------
STAT SYSTEMS, I~C. 
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dravaC1td 
150 fifth avenue 
suite 5:30 
new york. ny 10011 
212·989 -2100 

Jim Taylor 
AMUS 
P.O. Box 1723 
Boulder, co 80306 

Dear Jim, 

November 27, 1979 

I have a complaint with AMOS. The newsletter distribution seems to 
be based upon some lottery. I have been a member of AMOS since early 
1978 and I have received exactly 7 newsletters! I have not seen a 
newsletter since the June-Ju1y 1979 issue. 

I know that I am not the only member to which this happens. Since 
I know most of the AMUS members in the New York area, I can tell you 
that we are lucky if more than two members receive their newsletters for 
any given issue. 

The dues of $25.00 per year should cover the cost of sending the 
letter out to the wilds of New York. Certainly we (AMUS) have enough 
money in the bank to assure that all members are kept up to date via a 
timely and informative newsletter. 

I feel that this is an important issue since the majority of 
member's contact with AMOS is via the newsletter. 

Enough complaints. Dravac would like to announce that we have 
disks with some very nice utility programs on them for a very reasonable 
price. 

The first of these disks contains a virtual memory handler. The 
disk contains the MACRO source files needed by the assembly language 
programmer to interface his/her programms to the virtual memory handler. 

The virtual memory program allows the user to store up to 64K of 
data in as little as 2K of -real- memory. The memory handler is 
re-entrant and may be included in system memory. Price: $24.95 on 
floppy disk. 
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The second utility disk contains the programs listed below. It is 
also supplied on floppy disk and the price is: $24.95. 

DATIME.PRG 
ThlS program is used to prompt the user for today's date and the current 
time. DATIME forces the user to enter the date in the correct format 
and validates the input (leap years, etc.). The user cannot CONTROL/C 
the DATIME program. The nicest feature is that DATIME can be used in a 
command file without having to use ":K· commands in the file. DATIME 
will prompt until the input is correct. 

SHOW.PRG 
This program is used to display a text file on the terminal at variable 
speeds. The speed is dynamicly set. There are ten different speeds at 
which SHOW will display the file. You may change the speed of the 
display while the file is being dumped by pressing the characters AO· 
(fastest) to "9 A (slowest). 

AFFIX.PRG 
The AFFIX program is used to change the terminal driver attached to a 
job after the system has been booted. 

FETCH.PRG 
The FETCH program is similar to the load program. The difference is 
that FETCH will not load the program if it already in memory. This can 
significantly cut down on program loading time in applications such as 
Alpha Accounting. 

GETCHR.SBR 
GETCHR is used to input a single character from the terminal without 
waiting for the user to press return. Control characters are accepted 
by GETCHR. GETCHR is meant to be used with BASIC programs. 

FORMAT 
FORMAT produces pretty listings of program files with titles, page 
breaks, ·COPY· files, etc. 

JOBDIS.PRG 
JOBDIS displays most of the job table entry for each job on the system. 

SEQ .PRG 
SEQ performs the same action as DIRSEQ, but only on a single account. 

SYMTAB.PRG 
Produces a sorted symbol file listing of ".SYM" files. Addresses, 
relocatablity, etc. are displayed. 

RENUM.PRG 
RENUM wlll renumber BASIC programs taking into account inbedded line 
numbers, i.e., ON x GOTO 10, 20, 30. 

There are some other programs on the disk, but these are the 
neatest. 

dravac1td 
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We also have a set of programs that are used for the care and 
feeding of the files contained on your disks. The progra.s will 
recreate MPDs, files, etc. You may patch data into any sector of the 
disk in three different formats as well as displaying the data in the 
same formats. 'ftle cost of these programs 1s $100.00. 

We have a PILOT interpreter that is re-entrant. It is a powerful 
version of PILOT that contains its own program editor as well as .any 
extended features. Cost is $99.00. 

We have a disk with three very good games. All are written in 
machine language. one is LIFE, the cellar automata prograa. Another is 
3D tic-tac-toe. The third is WIZARD, a sort of magical gaae of RISK, 
severely addictive. Cost: $19.95. 

We have a very sophisticated word processing system (which produced 
this letter), as well as a comprehensive data base management system. 
Manuals for both systems are available now. The WPS manual set is 
$25.00. The DBMS manuals are still preliminary and are on disk. The 
cost of the DBMS manuals is $15.00 for an AMS format disk. 

Best regards, 

dravac 1td 
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AMERICAN 
MEDICAL 
SOFfWARE, 
INC. 

American Medical Software, Inc. takes great pleasure in 
announcing the availability of AMOS/MOS, a Medical Office 
System. The MOS is designed to simplify the business man
agement problems in the large and medium-scale practice. 
The software is modularized and will track the patient from 
the initial appointment to the filing of insurance forms. 
Lists of dealer and user features are also included. 

A 5 Megabyte HAWK demonstration disk and operations manual 
are available for $100 from: 

American Medical Software, Inc. 
201 Kenyon Road 
Champaign, IL 61820 
(217) 351-5415 

INFORMATION SYSTEMS FOR THE PROFESSIONAL IN MEDICINE 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL SOf"1'1lARE. INC. 

DEALER-ORIENTED FEATURES 

Al«)S/MOS 
Alpha Micro Operating System/Nedical Office Software 

1. The system is designed to provide an interaction with the operator based 
upon a menu and prompts. There are only two levels of menu in any situation. 

2. The system is adaptable and can be adjusted upon installation to match 
the parametric values of the practice such as patient file size, accounts 
receivable file size, insurance form t>~e. Procedure and diagnostic codes 
can be set up to acconunodate any t>~e of practice - a maximum medical 
market. 

3. AMS will be supporting AMOS/MOS programs and will be offering additional 
features as they are developed. This can assure continued marketing contact 
with the customer. 

4. A~S will provide standard or custom preprinted forms of any type with 
custom letterhead printing as required by your customer. Prices will be 
competitive. Mailing forms will also be supported with envelopes, stamped 
or unstamped, window or plain, printed or unprinted. 

5. System management functions are contained in a second-level menu where 
they are available for installation and easy to identify to the operator. 
The particular disk being used by AMOS can be selected at this level. 

6. The system is designed to allow a graceful transition from the prac
tice's present system to NoIOS/~IOS. After the customer has entered basic 
account information the entry of a starting balance will establish that 
account on file ready to accept transactions. This should reduce the number 
of customer visits to a minimum before they are "on line." 

7. The number of abbreviations used in the system has been held to a 
minimum to reduce training at both the customer and dealer levels. 

8. The operator's manual has been written for the novice. Once the oper
ator has read the manual, further instruction should be minimal. 
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9. The filling out of insurance forms by both patient and doctor has 
become very complex. AMOS/MOS maintains an insurance log which shows the 
billing and history o~ each insurance account for each patient. The system 
can handle individual insurance claims or monthly insurance billings. ~ew 
insurance form printings may be arranged by your dealer at a nominal charge. 

10. Account management is as simple as we can make it. Statements can be 
printed on any cycle - monthly, bi-weeklY, weekly or even daily. Statements 
can be printed for a segment of the accounts receivable file by specifying a 
starting and ending account number. The practice can smooth out cash flow 
by billing at the optimum cycle for its accounts. Accounts are automatically 
aged by comparison of the billing date and the current date. Account age 
data are also shown at the bottom of the statement so that the responsible 
party can identify overdue amounts easily. An accounts receivable report 
which specifies a particular "age" (say 90 days past due) can be prepared at 
any time. Specific three-line messages can also be printed on the statement 
based upon account age. A single-line message can be printed on all state
ments. These messages can be changed at will by the operator so that 
responsible parties do not ignore them out of habit. At any time (especially 
around income tax time) a patient ledger may be prepared which will print 
out all of the charges and payments on an account for the calendar year. 
Patients on public assistance (to whom a statement cannot be mailed) are 
identified within the program so that no errors on billing can be made. 

11. AMOS/~IOS contains a "Word Processing" function and directory where up 
to 400 separate items of correspondence can be prepared and stored. These 
items may be called up and discreetly addressed to a patient (appointment 
reminder?), responsible party (pay up or else?), supplier (please send me?). 
These can be used to reduce the time necessary for efficient practice man
agement. 

12. The .-\.\IOS/MOS program also contains a hospital register which will 
provide the doctor with a listing of his "rounds." When he returns this to 
the receptionist with charge-coded notations, charges can be entered in the 
account. 

13. The date entered for service provided to a patient need not b~ the same 
as the date that the information was entered. 

14. Custom features can be developed for your program as required. Your 
dealer can arrange for that service. 
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rIGI~RON II INC. 
4E01 seCTS 50t~ S~~!!~ 

OMAH!. NEBFASIA ~~:::1'734~71~ 

DEAR JilT': 

!isit~onlx. I~c •• ishes to a~nounce the aval!abillty of ou~ new ilpha Mi~~o 
cc~uatlcle EESE~ (ON~ECl BOARD. a very useful ievice f:~ co~~u~icatlo~s a~i 
ir.-house develop~e~t work. 

lA' PL"F.?CS!: 

;0 allo~ reset of com~~ter ~ystem from a ~e~cte locat~o~ via the ter~ir.al 
kelbod~c withc~t ~hysicdl operator ir.terventton at the cc~puter site. 

(3) C?lRATIC/\ 

T~e aeset Ccrt~cller senses the depressing of the trea~ key at any te~~i!al 
that is ~or.nected to the boa~d and pulls the reset line 75 en the S-lJJ b~s Icy 
on recei;t cf a treak s1~nal. ~h1s 1s accom;lisre~ ty ~ontir.ualll mcnito~in~ 
ports 1 thu~ ~ of the !"-300 (6-port serial :/C) via the ::e .... 11:-'-301 Cd Hes 
su~~l:e~ .it~ t~e ~or.t~ol boar~. 

?:~~ !:: ?LS!~ CCN~:'CL 30AP! and ne~ Ai"I-301 cables sur.~liei .... ith unit. A~ 
ve~v letel:el ani SI~P:L step-oy-step lnst~ucticr. sheet is supplied yith the 
boa!-l . 

Ea~t ef the 4 ro~t5 is enabled (turned on & off). via the 4-posltion r:p 
5w1t:t. 5etti~~ a 5Yit:t to the 'on' poslt1oc alloys the term1~al ~1red to ttct 
pert to ~e-toot the system when the reset key is depressed. 

~~tal cost ir.cluiir.~ shipFin~ in the United States 1s: * $275.00 ~. Sene 
~ashie~s' chec£ for speedy dellve~y. 

P!~IT CCNTFCL 3G!PI is guaranteed for 90 days all parts arl labor. 
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K-D ENTERPRISES HAS THE FOLLOWING SOFTWARE {WlliLABLE. 

INSURANCE ACCuUNTING SYSTEMS 

FULLY INTEGRATED SYSTEM COVERING ALL PHASES uF THI::. lNSURI~Nt,;E INDUSTRY UN 
THE PRODUCER. I:'ENEF:(~L r.GENC'( AND INSURANCE CGt1Pr.NY LE'.'I::L. 

F'OLICY TRACI,ING OPERATES ON I-:LL LEVEL:;;. i'.NU iNCLUDES Sr'~LES ANt:lLY:=;IS. 
PRODUCTION REPORTS. AUTOMATIC RENE~~AU:;. UlNU::LLHl (LINS ETC. 

ON THE GENERAL AGENCY AND INSURANL.E COMPANY LI::.VI::L rHE.RI:. ,1H: HDD! r IGN'-,L 
PRODUCER ACCOUNTING REPORTS. CUMMr;~SlON CHEOS A~m STAII£I"IEN1S, 1-\'-'_UI)NT 
CURRENT AND FUTURE, WRITTEN PREMIUM, CLAIMS TRAUdNl> 14ND LO!::>::, (·IN(~LY:;HS. 

ON THE INSURANCE COMPANY LEVEL THERE ARE AltO! r 10NI'IL INFdKU:.!E:.ARNED CAL
CULATIONS, 1 B N R CALCULATIONS, SCHEDULE "0" AND "0" ACCOUNTING AND 
RE-INSURANCE REPORTS. 

FIJR INFORMATION WRITE: 

/<.-0 ENTERPRISE3 
POBOX 929 
SUN VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 91352 
(213) 767-751)5 
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AMOS 
c/o Community Free School 
1".0. Box 1724 
Boulder, Colorado eo306 

December 10, 1979 

We have rece I'Itly converted our data entr:r trom our Alpha Micr087stem 
to a host Hewlett-l"ackari 1IP3000. With this chance, w want to sell 
our Alpha Micros;ystelll. I would appreciate it it you would im:lude 
this letter in the next p~ newsletter. 

The configuration of our systea is: 

AMJ.OO, AM200, AM300 
W_cco 117 dual floppy 
96k:b memor:r 
TEI-22 power S1JPply 

!'rice - $6500 

Followinc are some highlicl1t dates for the system. 

July 1976 - Purchased with 64kb 
September 1976 - 32kb adde. 
April 1979 - AMJ.00, 0000 circuits brought up to Clll"!'t!Dt speeit1cations 

(113 version) 
June 1979 - New bin 13 ceramic 1771 chip installed 

All inquiries, please contact: 
Kurt Raha 
Euc:ene !tlaning Mill 
1".0. Box 10205 
Eugene, Oregon '7401 
Phone; 1-S03-1!8S-a/l1n 

Kurt Rahill 

3RD AND LAWRENCE - P.O. BOX 10205 -EUGENE, OREGON 97401 - 485-8881 

o 
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Radio Station Management System 

RadioFBA 

from' 

ISf Flander, Beyer and Associates, Inc. 

Solve these costly problems for Radio Station Owners and 
Managers! 

• Sloppy broadcast logs 
• Missing commercial spots 
• Inaccurate or late billing 
• Uncertain salei'! goals 

And save the two or three extra salaries these problems co~t 
you! 

RtldioFBA puts computerized traffic control and complete ac
counting within the reach of small radio station management 
at LESS THAN HALF the cost of comparable systems. 

Each RtldioFBA package includes: 

• On-site installation 
• Personnel training 
• Custom-tailored reports 
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l:ON I It ACTS 

"I he h('art of U(/di,,[ /1·1 i, Ih(' ("ON I RI\(' T S componenl. 
CONII{/\( I') llllllmalld, Ihl' "OSIIN(i, 1'J)IIIN(i, a III I 
1\( ( (II IN IIN( i 01 d 1('11 I "lo, .. "a',1 IIld,'" 1\11 11,,1,'1 101 ail 
lilllt' t'li It' I , the ""It'1I1 a' a ( (IN I RI\l' 1.1\ ( (IN I RI\( 'I i, a 
1i,1 of 'I'('rille 'pol cn", ;]l1d lenglh, :1\ \\ell ;]' client amI 
'ak'III.1I1 inlormati(lll I'aeh 'pol i, "OS II'J) to Ihe ('ON
IRA(" alld Ihl' I ()(i illd", 11I10011I.lt1011 ill «()NIRI\( IS 
101111\ the ha\l' of monlhly INVOICINli as well as ,umlllary 
'ale, REPOR IS, 

A(,COlIN IS RH'E'" AnU: 

An A« OlJNT is formed when a CONTRAl:T ellters 
U(/(/io,.,I.1 Preparation of monthly INVOICES automatical
ly enler' charges and discollnts to the ACCOUNT, Payments 
arc enlel cd direclly on receipt. and inleresl may be charged on 
0\ rrdlle ACCOI IN"r S. Slatements of Account may he 
PRIN T T J) monlhlv Of as needed. and ,lImll1ary REPORTS 
arc ;l\:lilahlc any lime, 

SIJH'IAL "-VEN I S 

Gamc\, conL'CII\. Il'lIHlles and olher Spn'ial FVl'NrS have 
'cpalalc U)NIRACIS. LO(i stmclures. and ACCOUNfS 
RH EIVABLF, These arc neated when EVENt'S are 
scheduled. not on a daily hask Special rVFNTS may rlln on 
AM or I'M and arc not affecled by scheduling changes. 
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l.()(iS 

POSIINOS from all active CONTRActS form the I OG in
dex. I~adl I adill ~Ialillll 's daily plO~ra", format delermine<; 
t he I.()( I "I 1ll:1 III e. I'I>IIINCI Ihe dailv I 0(; 1111"1 ~e<; lit'! Will k 
~pol~, plIhlil: 'clvke allll()lIn~C"'l'IIt', plIllllotiollal ~p"I<;, ami 
IIIIII<;lIal pro~ralllming events. The offidall.OO i<; PRIN ITIl 
hl'fme the "ror-ralll day, and the cllrrcd air tilllc'> arc 111'
DA II·D aiil'l Ihl' 1'1"1(1:1111 day. I:adl dailv I O( I l"IlIIlain, a 
SlIlIIlIIal y repm t of I'CC program type<; alld l"IlIIlInerdal ac
tivity, 

Rf:PORTS 

Summary REPORTS from CONTRACTS include: 

• Alphabetical Client and Contract Ii<;t 
• CONTRACT activity sumrnariled hy <;ale<;rnan 
• Pre-INVOICING charge and discollnt list 

Summary REI'OR" S frolll ACCOlJN°1 S REl'ElV AOtE in
clude: 

• Alphabetit'alli'it of Clients 
• Inactive ACCOUNTS 1i,,1 
• Mont hly payment list ing 
• ARed balance forward plus l'urren' aClivity: 

TOTAl S and by ACCOlJNT 
• Mailing lahels 
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OPTIONS 

Other software packages include: 

• PAYROLL 
• GENERAL LEDGER with JOURNALS 
• ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
• Special REPORTS: 

Sales by Region or Product Type 

OPERATION FEATURES 

RadioFBA "Computerized Ledger Card" data entry format 
reduces training time and streamlines daily use of the system. 
A series of "Function Menus" moves the operator quickly 
from task to task. 

RadioFBA runs on the Alpha Micro computer which provides 
dependable, low-cost, high-volume data processing, as well as 
optional multiple task capability. 

~i Rander, Beyer and Associates, Inc. 
1000 Maxwell Avenue, #10 
Boulder. Colorado 80302 

(303) 449-2892 
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ALPHA MtCRO USERS SOCIETY r'ernbership form 

!'lease fil~ out as mu-=h inforITIation as possihle. 

_________________ Company Name 

Address ________________ City _________ State 

Business Phone Home phone 

Circle one: Own Lease Thirking 

Zip 

Check all apflic~ble: Dealer OEM User: Corporate __ Individual __ 

Describe eq~ipment: 

A~US may use ~y name for mailing lists Make checks payable to ~·rus 

~nual dues are $25.00 per member. 
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